
The Future

The Sorrow

The Cleanup

Parish’s 1,000-Year Flood

 BATON ROUGE — The peo-
ple of East Baton Rouge 
Parish (pop. 440,000) expe-
rienced the greatest natural 
disaster in its history Aug. 
12-14 when the parish re-
ceived in some areas a re-
cord 30 inches of rain, fol-
lowed by record flooding of 
the Comite and Amite rivers. 
More than 59,000 residenc-
es and 3,501 commercial 
buildings received damage, 
causing more than $6 billion 
in losses, most of which was 
uninsured. Parishwide about 
227-square miles  were in-
undated. This issue of the 
Capital City News is de-
voted to this tragedy with a 
focus on the City of Central 
and what happened there.

4:30 p.m. Saturday, August 13, 2016
Greenwell Springs Road in front of Heck Farms

59,000 Homes in East Baton Rouge Parish Inundated

Neighbors Rescued NeighborsNeighbors Rescued Neighbors

The Sorrow

The Future

The Devastation

The Cleanup

Central residents from the Morgan Road area were rescued by volunteers in boats.  Many arrived with only the clothes on their backs.

Few houses that flooded to the ceiling can be saved.

The heartbreak of losing a lifetime of work The problems are bigger than we can handle alone.Not waiting for FEMA
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City	of	Central	Has	Never	Shined	More	Brightly
 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2016Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2016
Sponsored by Louisiana Republican Assembly
and Republican Party of East Baton Rouge Parish
Sponsored by Louisiana Republican Assembly
and Republican Party of East Baton Rouge Parish

Ronald Reagan
Newsmaker Luncheon

11:30 Reception • 12 Lunch • $17
Café Américain • 7521 Jefferson Hwy.
No Reservation Necessary

11:30 Reception • 12 Lunch • $17
Café Américain • 7521 Jefferson Hwy.
No Reservation Necessary

“Like” Capital Republican 
on Facebook or go to 
CapitalRepublican.com

“Like” Capital Republican 
on Facebook or go to 
CapitalRepublican.com

Ronald Reagan
Newsmaker Luncheon

 Despite the greatest tragedy in the 
history of Central, the people of this 
community have survived.  Many 
thousands have lost their homes and 
even now are without a permanent 
dwelling. Most of the losses were 
uninsured and will not be reim-
bursed by anyone.

 Yet, the people of this community 
have demonstrated an indominable 
spirit.  They sprung into action to 
save one another without being or-
dered or directed to do so. After the 
water receded, they immediately gut-
ted and cleaned their houses. Work-
ing together using mostly volunteer 
labor, they have preserved their 
homes. Many with great losses have 
rallied to help neighbors who are in 
even worse shape. Now people are 
repairing and rebuilding their homes.
 The Central school system re-
opened on Tuesday with 4,478 stu-
dent.  Amazingly, this is almost 
identical to the number who started 
school last year. 
 Throughout this crisis, Central 
Mayor Jr. Shelton has been a rock 
for this community.  Working tire-
lessly, he has coordinated the deliv-
ery of food, supplies, and informa-
tion to the people of Central, who 
have been in desperate need. Like 
the Mayor, the Central City Council 
and the staff of the city and of IBTS 
have been magnificent.
 Congressman Garret Graves, the 
Central Police Department, Sheriff 
Sid Gautreaux, Clerk Doug Wel-
born, Assessor Brian Wilson, Coro-
ner Beau Clark, Councilman Scott 

,

Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2016
Reception 11:30  Lunch 12n $17
Café Américain
7521 Jefferson Highway
Baton Rouge, LA 70806
www.ChamberEBR.com

Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2016
Reception 11:30  Lunch 12n $17
Café Américain
7521 Jefferson Highway
Baton Rouge, LA 70806
www.ChamberEBR.com

Chamber of Commerce
of East Baton Rouge
Chamber of Commerce
of East Baton Rouge

LEADERSHIP	—	Central Mayor Jr. Shelton has been a pillar of strength for the Central 
community, working 18-hour days and coordinating assistance and recovery efforts.

LEGAL	 EAGLE	—	Central City Attor-
ney Jennifer Sims took off her lawyer hat 
and did whatever was needed during the 
flood and recovery.  Here she holds a sign 
on Hooper Road inviting flood victims to 
come eat lunch at Central City Hall.  Thou-
sands relied on the feeding program, or-
ganized by the City of Central and made 
possible by donations from people from 
around Louisiana and across the nation. 
Ms. Sims, who is expecting at any time, is a 
member of the law firm of Breazeale Sache 
in Baton Rouge.Central:	Still	the	best	place	to	live	in	USA
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Wilson, Sen. Bodi White, and Reps. 
Valarie Hodges and Barry Ivey have 
done a great job! Despite having lost 
his own home, Supt. Mike Faulk 
pulled off another of his miracles by 
getting school open again.
 Central has helped those ravaged 
by 9/11 and Hurricanes Katrina and 
Gustav.  But that help has been more 
than repaid by generous aid from 
people all over America. Billy Gra-
ham’s Samaritan’s Purse has been 
at the forefront of providing help. 
Republican Presidential nominee 
Donald Trump came almost imme-
diately to bring aid and attention to 
our plight.
 Most of all, our churches have 
been a beacon of hope for Central!
 There is great love and great resil-
ience here, and it is certainly needed 
even now because the crisis is far 
from over.  Many thousands of our 
people remain in great need.

HHH
 I want to thank some dear friends 
who did so much to help save my 
wife’s office, which was under four 
feet of water: James and Candi Lee 
and their crew, the Central High 
football team and coaches, and our 
own family. Your kindness will nev-
er be forgotten!
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The	Rains	Came...	and	Kept	on	Coming

As we continue to restore power to homes and businesses impacted by the fl ood, 
we’d like to thank our customers and communities for your support. Your own heroic 
response to the fl oodwaters inspires us. You came together and stood strong – 
helping each other like Louisianans always do. Entergy proudly stands with you
as we recover and rebuild. Together, we power life.

A message from Entergy Louisiana, LLC. ©2016 Entergy Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Historic flood. Heroic community.
Thank you, Louisiana.

12089 Entergy ELA ThankYou Storm 4.9x7.75.indd   1 8/26/16   1:30 PM

30” of Rain, Breaking Record 23” Set in 1907

With More Rain Than Anyone Ever Saw, 
Central’s Low-Lying Areas Began to Flood

Citizens Began Filling 
Sandbags at Central 
Fire Stations But Water
Was Rising Far Too Fast

Parish inmates helped bag sand.

Coach	Mike	Gardner	at	Fire	Station

Loading sand to try to stop the water.

Ladies picked up sand to protect home.

Three	generations	of	Easley	family	set	up	
automated	 sandbag	 program	 for	Central	
community	at	Trade	Construction	on	Joor.

Luc and Emile Provost evacuted home on Glenn Watts Friday.

Water rising in Boganvilla Subdivision Friday at 1:30 p.m. Rain water begins to get serious in Jackson Park subdivision at 1 p.m. Friday afternoon.

National	Guard	and	Central	Fire	Department	vehicles	were	stationing	resources	Friday	afternoon.
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Amite	and	Comite	Rivers	Rose	Far	Above

2016

Programs
{Fall}

From fitness and outdoor adventure to 
dance and music, BREC has something for 
children and adults of all interests this fall.  

BREC.ORG

Boat	at	home	off	Central	Thruway Jerry Lee’s, Mary Lee Donuts, and other landmarks underwater on GS Rd. Rescue	on	Chanove	Avenue

House	flooded	at	corner	of	Frenchtown	Road	and	Central	Thruway Intersection	of	Greenwell	Springs	and	Magnolia	Bridge	roads

Cars	underwater Moonlight	Inn	in	French	SettlementArleen	Avenue	in	Central	Saturday	afternoon,	August	13

Keith’s	Pro	Paint	&	Shop	on	Hooper	Road	was	inundated.

City	of	Central	Municipal	Services	Center	(right)	took	water.

Home	on	Glenn	Watts	Road

With electricity, a camper, and a vehicle high and dry, this family dodged a bullet.

Roads became waterways
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Eric Frank PhotographyEric Frank Photography
Eric Frank is the new official photographer for CHS.

Make an appointment now for senior portraits.

12416 Hooper Rd Suite B • Central, La 70818
225-262-5500

12416 Hooper Rd Suite B • Central, La 70818
225-262-5500

Their	Banks,	Causing	Great	Flood	of	2016

Water, Water Everywhere
 BATON ROUGE — The City of Baton 
Rouge has released maps defining 
the full breadth of the recent flood-
ing in East Baton Rouge Parish. 
 In the parish, the Estimated 
Flood Inundation Area was 227.53 
square miles, or 48.5 percent, of 
the 469.5 square miles in East Ba-
ton Rouge Parish
  In the City of Central, the Esti-
mated Flood Inundation Area was
51.1 square miles, or 81.7 percent, 
of the total of 62.5 square miles in 
City of Central.
 The number of structures innun-
dated by flood waters by Zip Code 
in the Central area was

 70714: 4,025 (includes parts of 
Baker)
 70739: 5,884 (Greenwell 
Springs)
 70770: 1,214 (includes Pride)
 70791: 3,250 (includes parts of 
Zachary)
 70818: 4,016 (includes parts of 
Baton Rouge)
 Central Mayor Jr. Shelton said 
9,000 homes in Central received 
flood waters out of 10,500 resi-
dences in the city.
 Metro Councilman Scott Wil-
son’s Council District 4 received 
the greatest damage of the parish’s 
12 Council districts.

City of Central
Areas in Blue

Flooded Aug. 12-15, 2016

HOOPER RD

WAX RD
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GREENWELL

SPRINGS RD
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D

9,000 of
10,500 HH’s

Flooded

Triple	B	Road	at	Chaparral	Place
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Tanglewood	Elementary	sign	on	Hooper	Road	
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Flood	Inundation	Map	of	the	City	of	Central

Frenchtown at Frenchtown Acres
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The	flood	waters	rose	to	the	rafters	in	some	homes.
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Neighbors Sprang into Action and Rescued

Looking	for	residents	to	evacuate	in	Caramel	Acres	on	August	14.
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Just happy to be alive!
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Glad to be in a boat with waters rising.
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Rescue	boat	on	Oak	Cluster	Dr.
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Mr.	&	Mrs.	Medine,	both	94,	rescued	
on Prescott Road Home	of	Earl	and	Roxanne	Atkinson
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Rescurer Shane Grimmet saved many  
including the Atkinson Family.

CLEAN	UP	CREW	—		Earl and Roxanne 
Atkinson return to their home to beginning 
cleaning up with  their children Meredith, 
Joel, and Kyle, also grandchildren Mat-
thew, Isaac, and Kaden

Central	residents	often	were	able	to	escape	with	only	what	they	could	carry.		In	many	cases,	it	was	a	pet!
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Thousands	without	Waiting	for	Government

A nun being rescued by Cajun Navy.
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John Folse hitching a ride to help sisters 
move to White Oak Plantation
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Central residents being brought to safety on Greenwell Springs Road near 
Heck Farms. People arrived with only a backpack of belongings. 
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Mike Gardner and Austin Slater of the Central Cajun Navy2016 flood victims rescued.
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Central residents being brought to high ground.
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Lewis	Wrecker	Service,	Inc.
Family Owned and Operated since 1956

9555 Joor Road
Central,  LA 70818

You have tried the rest!  Now USE the BEST!

225-261-2995

Remember When?
Lewis Cafe on

Airline Highway
in the 1950’s

Lewis	Wrecker	Service,	Inc.
Family Owned and Operated since 1956

9555 Joor Road
Central,  LA 70818

You have tried the rest!  Now USE the BEST!

225-261-2995

Remember When?
Lewis Cafe on

Airline Highway
in the 1950’s
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225.262.8141

Central Professional Plaza
11424 Sullivan Road

David P. Fargason, MD

• NEW LASER Cataract/Implants
     Tecnis Multifocal and
     Toric Lenses for Astigmatism 
• Glaucoma/Laser
• LASIK BLADE FREE
• Eye Examinations
• Contact Lenses
• Optical
• Diabetic Eye Exams

David P. Fargason, M.D.
Robert Geier, O.D.
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Seale Funeral Home
9995 Hooper Road, Central, 225-236-0800 
 www.sealefuneral.com • 225-686-7221

Our Caring Staff is Here for You!

SARA	OLIVE	 returned to her school, Tanglewood Elementary, to see what had hap-
pened. She was upset by the tragedy but did find something good: Her teacher’s ID card.
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Debris piles were a common site as people began to clean up of thier homes.Flooded car after the waters receded.

Aftermath inside a home.
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Indoor	devastation	after	the	storm.
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Rental property off Blackwater Rd.
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Monhegan	Street	after	the	flood. Joys of a lifetime in the trash



Great	Flood	of	2016	Left	Central	with	Widespread	Destruction,	Loss	of	$1	Billion	in	Assets
 CITY NEWS  Thursday, September 8, 2016  9

Check around 
  & stay prepared!

 * DEMCO-ology 101 *

hurricane preparation checklist
q 3-day supply of water & non-perishable food
q Spare clothing, blankets and pillows
q Toiletries, first-aid kit and prescription medicines
q Special items/food for babies and the elderly
q Special items for your pet including vaccination 
   records, toys, food and a cage/crate
q Flashlights, portable radio and extra batteries
q Extra set of car keys, credit cards and cash
q Important documents kept in a waterproof  
 container or watertight plastic bag

• Identification, copy of birth certificate,                 
marriage certificate and Social Security card

• Insurance documents and medical records
• Bank account numbers, online passwords  
and log-in information

• Emergency contact list
q Emergency tools

demco.org/DEMCOLouisiana 

Great Flood of 2016
Photos by Readers of Central City News

Check around 
  & stay prepared!

 * DEMCO-ology 101 *

hurricane preparation checklist
q 3-day supply of water & non-perishable food
q Spare clothing, blankets and pillows
q Toiletries, first-aid kit and prescription medicines
q Special items/food for babies and the elderly
q Special items for your pet including vaccination 
   records, toys, food and a cage/crate
q Flashlights, portable radio and extra batteries
q Extra set of car keys, credit cards and cash
q Important documents kept in a waterproof  
 container or watertight plastic bag

• Identification, copy of birth certificate,                 
marriage certificate and Social Security card

• Insurance documents and medical records
• Bank account numbers, online passwords  
and log-in information

• Emergency contact list
q Emergency tools

demco.org/DEMCOLouisiana 

Chaumont	Avenue	home.
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Bridlewood home with storm water.
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Faith	Baptist	Church	in	Baker,	LA Shady	Grove	Baptist	Church	and	Cemetery	in	Baker,	LA Plank Road in Baker on August 15.

Bellingrath Subdivision after storm.
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Trying	to	salvage	important	documents.

Top	picture	taken	during	the	storm	and	bottom	photo	is	after	water	receded.

Some	things	floated	around	homes.

Many home appliances were damaged.
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Central	Cleans	Up	and	Starts	to	Rebuild

Clean Up and Rebuilding of Central Is Well Underway Thanks to Hard Work of Citizens 
and Thousands of Volunteers Who Have Generously Given of Themselves to Help Out.

CLEANUP	—	Mike Karaty loads up debris; Joni Savoye cleans a building; Darren Savoye removes sheetrock, and flood-damaged photos dry out.

REMOVING	SHEETROCK	and insulation has been one of Central’s residents biggest projects since the flood, followed by drying wood and spraying for mold.

Wildcat players and coaches volunteered to help, as did Catherine McKay, Joni Savoye, Liz Jenkins, Catherine Newsome, and Margaret Savoye.

At Journey Church, removing sheetrock 
revealed metal studs, a good formula for 

beating mold “the next time.”

My heart is broken for the 
community that I love and so 
many others in our great state.  
The thoughts and prayers of  my 
family and me and the staff  in 
our office are with each and 
every person who suffered loss 
during this tragedy.  The strength 
of  Central is legendary and I 
know that we will come back 
strong together.  We hope to be 
able to assist whenever possible 
in the long road to recovery that 
lies ahead.

Doug Welborn
Clerk of  Court

East Baton Rouge Parish
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The Best Price In Roofing
& Sheet Metal Services

Blanco’s Roofing
& Sheet Metal LLC

Serving Central and
the Surrounding Area

Since 1990

Our Top Priority Is Your 
Complete Satisfaction
COMMERCIAL &

RESIDENTIAL

262-1980
Fax 262-1981 • www.blancosroofing.com

marcos@blancosroofing.com
13653 Devall Road • Central, LA 70818

ESSENTIALFCU.ORG  |  888.369.2207

Invested in you.Invested in you.

Product only available for 90 days. Essential will cover up to $275 toward the total closing cost for the Extra Equity product only. All loan approvals are based on 
standard loan underwriting guidelines and credit-scoring benchmarks. Actual rate may vary based on credit score, discounts, and/or surcharges, loan term, and loan 
to value. Off er does not apply to loans currently fi nanced with the credit union. Cannot be combine with any other off er. Loan discounts cannot be applied.

Recovery is
ESSENTIAL
Let us help you get started 

on the repairs you need. 

LOW RATES

Borrow Up To 

$50,000
125% LTV

Essential is here to help those affected 
by the devastating fl ooding in our area. A 
Home Equity Line of Credit will allow you to 
borrow against your home and get the cash 
you need right now for repairs.

To help you to rebuild, Essential will cover a 
portion of the closing cost. Limited time only.

Hundreds	of	Evacuees	Came	to	Shelters

$6 for first 10 words. $10 for 11 to 20 words, 
$15 for 21 to 30 words.  $20 for 31 to 40 
words.  $25 for one column inch classi-
fied display ad. Call 261-5055.  Must be 
paid in advance. To pay by credit card, go 
to www.centralcitynews.us and click “Pay 
Now” on the left.  Then email ad copy to 
centralcitynews@hotmail.com. Or mail or 
hand deliver check and ad copy to City 
News, 910 N. Foster, Baton Rouge 70806
FOR SALE: Established Tanning Sa-
lon. Priced to sell. Call 975-7113.
HELP	 WANTED:	 House FSBO 
$330K, 2572 sqft, 4BR, 5 acres, no 
flooding, 30911 Greenwell Springs, 
225-572-7504, 936-701-2551, For Bro-
chure/Info: makajamini@yahoo.com
CLEANING	 SERVICE:	 B & M 
Cleaning and Sitter Services. Light 
House Cleaning. Free in Home Esti-
mates 225-371-4410 or 225-931-9702
TEACHER	 NEEDED: Science 
Teacher (Baton Rouge, LA): Teach 
Science at secondary school. Bache-
lor’s in Science Edu or any subfield of 
science+1 yr. exp. as Science teacher. 
Mail res.: Pelican Educational Foun-
dation, 7600 Boone Ave, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70808, Attn: HR, Refer to Ad#BB .
OPEN	HOUSE:	 	Open House, Sept. 
11th, 2-4 pm, 4794 Jaselyn Ann Ave., 
Addis, LA, 3BR, 2BA. Darlene Currie, 
Tigerland Properties, Office  225-296-
6723, P.O. Box 1346, Walker 70785.

Classifieds

HUNDREDS	of evacuees were housed at Central Intermediate School.  At right, Lee Ann and Jeptha Wall deliver school supplies donated from Iowa, LA. 

Ben Wilson, Ron Kelmel, and Aaron McGuffee outside David’s after delivering supplies from Calvary Baptist in Slidell. Evacuees at CIS. Kay Walock’s daughter rests.
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FORTUNATELY, OUR NEW BUILDING HAD NO FLOOD DAMAGE
AND ALL OF OUR THERAPISTS ARE AVAILABLE

YOU NO LONGER HAVE TO SEE A DOCTOR FIRST
FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY

CALL US NOW FOR AN APPOINTMENT
225-261-7094

ACCEPTING ALL INSURANCES
FOR FLOOD RELATED INJURY

WWW.CENTRALPTONLINE.COM
FAX 225-261-7095

CENTRAL PHYSICAL THERAPY  
SURVIVED THE FLOOD!
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Where You’re a Friend, Not a Number!
Fast Convenient Service

13565 Hooper Road

262-6200

Cholesterol and A1C Test Available 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! 

No Walk-ins, For Your Convenience

Central’s Hometown Pharmacy        

We offer a variety of vaccinations including, but not limited to:
Gardasil (HPV) • Menactra (Meningitis)  

Pneumovax 23 (Pneumonia) • Prevnar (Pneumonia) 
Tdap (Tetanus, Diptheria, Pertussis) • Zostavax (Shingles)

Mon-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  No Appointment Needed
Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!

Attention Coumadin Patients:
We Do PT/INR Testing Daily With No Appointment Needed

If a vaccine is not listed, please call to see if we can order it!
*Price subject to insurance copays/deductibles/coverage

Our Pharmacist 
Can Compound
NON-STERILE
MEDICATIONS!

Trump,	Hannity	Visits	Brings	Hope	to	Central

 Masses Honoring 
Public Safety 

Officers &
Emergency 

Services 
Personnel 

Sunday
September 11

8 am, 10 am and 
Noon

St. Alphonsus 
Catholic Church

 CENTRAL — Republican Presiden-
tial candidate Donald J. Trump came 
to Central shortly after the Great 
Flood of 2016 to bring national at-
tention to the suffering of the com-
munity, to offer hope for the peo-
ple, and a large financial donation.
 He was followed by Sean Hanni-
ty of Fox News who broadcast live 
from Greenwell Springs Baptist 
Church.  Trump and Hannity both 
spoke to volunteers from Billy Gra-
ham’s Samaritan’s Purse who came 
from around the nation to help out.

Central Wins in
Opener by 67-6,
Dutchtown Next
 CENTRAL — The Central Wildcats 
(1-0) opened their season with a 
67-6 victory over Mentorship Acad-
emy last Friday at Wildcat Stadium.
 Central travels to Dutchtown Fri-
day night to play the Griffins.

Many members of the Wildcat football team 
lost everything in the flood but still serve
the community through Men for Others.

FRIENDS	TO	RESCUE	—	Among	those	helping	were	Sean	Hannity,	Lt.	Gov.	Billy	Nungesser,	Mayor	Jr.	Shelton,	Cong.	Garret	Graves,	Trump	girls,	and	Donald	Trump.
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The	Jeffirs	to	Celebrate	70th	Anniversary

 CENTRAL — John Goodman Jef-
firs, or Goody as everyone calls 
him, is a very lucky man!  He mar-
ried the girl of his dreams, and they 
are still married after 70 years!
 It was all pretty amazing espe-
cially since “that girl” can’t really 
remember what she saw in him.  
When asked what she liked about 
Goody, Miss Bobbie Lee says, “Not 
much!” But her mama liked Goody, 
and that apparently did the trick!
 “She had everything,” Goody 
says.  “She was a good Christian 
girl, pretty as could be, and she 
didn’t drink or smoke!”
 “Then when I got to know her, I 
realized she could do anything — 
cook, sew, or anything she put her 
mind to.  She even made me a suit, 
which I wore on a buying trip to 
Chicago,” Goody, now 95, says.
 Goody was a master salesman 
— still is — which may explain 
how he captured Bobbie Lee, 87.
 He was sales manager at Joy’s 
Furniture downtown for many 
years and got to know just about 
everybody in Baton Rouge.
 As is often the case, a twist of 
fate brought Goody and Bobbie 
Lee together. Goody grew up in 
Kentucky where his best friend 
was John Murray.  One day, the 
Murray family up and left Ken-
tucky and moved to Baton Rouge.  

Goody Jeffirs Married
Bobbie Lee Black 
On August 31, 1946

Goody followed him in 1939. 
 The late John Murray is known 
in Central as the owner of Murray 
Pharmacy.  During World War II, 
Goody served in the U.S. Army.  
He came home in 1945 and met 
Bobbie through her cousin Juanita 
who was dating John Murray.
 For Goody, it was love at first 
sight.  Bobbie Lee had a boyfriend 

in the Navy but he got a “Dear 
John “ letter.
 Goody and Bobbie Lee were 
married August 31, 1946, and they 
are still in love!
 They have three children —
Stephanie Aaron who is married 
to her husband James; Pamela All-
mond who is married to her hus-
band Monroe, and son Michael, 

who served in Vietnam where he 
was badly wounded.  They had an-
other young man who was like a 
son to them although he was never 
formally adopted.  He was Oscar 
Loolara who is now deceased.
 Central Mayor Jr. Shelton came 
by Monday to wish the couple well. 
 The Jeffirs will celebrate their 
anniversary on August 27.

John	Goodman	“Goody”	Jeffirs	and	Bobbie	L
ee	Black	when	they	were	married	August	31,	1

946	and	today.

Photo by W
oody Jenkins

3-month contract $50 a month  
6-month contract $47 a month 
9-month contract $45 a month
12-month contract $42 a monthBaton Rouge Business Directory

Carpet Cleaning

BayouSteam
Carpet, Upholstery,

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Locally owned and operated

225-955-6955

Auto Glass

Wind Shield Repair & Replacement
We Come to You • 225-791-7440

Furniture
Good Furniture That Lasts

7330 Florida Blvd.
225-926-0250

FURNITURE & GALLERY

Dirt Work

General Sand & Gravel Co.
Limestone, Gravel, Mason Sand, Clay, Top Soil, 

Riversilt, Crushed Concrete, Tractor Work,
Swimming Pool Demo & Fill-In

225-261-3953

Lawn Care

PRO CUTS

225-614-7496

Mowing & Trimming • Tree Maintenance
Flower Bed Maintenance

No Contracts • Free Estimates

Pony Rides

Birthday Parties
or any fun occasions

LIVE PONY RIDES

Prices starting at $85 
for 1 hour & 1 pony 

(225)315-4714
Facepainting starting 
at $50 per 1/2 hour

LIVE PONY RIDES

(225)315-4714

Birthday Parites 
or any fun occasion
Prices starting at $85
for 1 hour & 1 pony
Facepainting starting
at $50 per 1/2 hour

Automotive
North - Airline & 

Choctaw
 225-927-2311
South - Airline 
& Cloverland
 225-751-3656

Electrical

LAFLEUR’S

Simple Electric

Commercial • Residental
Over 35 Years Experience • Any Size Job

Installation of All Electrical Work

Parking Lot Lights, Security Lights, and Video
225-921-2633

 Licensed and Insured

Property Maintenance
CLEANING by the YARD

225-316-5573

Lawn Care

Nicholas and Maisie Lovett

Plumbing

#LA676LAFLEUR’S Plumbing
Full Repair Service
Monday - Saturday • Same Rates!

Appointment Necessary on Saturday
(Make Appointment Before Friday)

LAFLEUR’S #LA676

Watkins

WATKINS PRODUCTS 
Buy or Sell 

225-572-9691

Party Planning

This article appeared in the Aug. 11, 2016 edition which was destroyed in the flood...

Here’s What Happened to Goody and Bobbie Lee Jeffirs in the Great Flood
 CENTRAL — Just before the Aug. 11, 
2016 issue of the Central City News, 
editor Woody Jenkins received a call 
from Stephanie Aaron telling about the 
upcoming 70th wedding anniversary of 
her parents Goody Jeffirs, 95, and Bob-
bie Lee Black Jeffirs, 87. The anniver-
sary party was scheduled for Aug. 27.
 The editor called Mr. Jeffirs and set 
up an interview on Aug. 9. As a sur-
prise, Central Mayor Jr. Shelton came 
by to wish the couple well.

 The Jeffirs had lived in their com-
fortable home on Shady Bluff Drive 
right off Hooper Road for nearly 40 
years.  It was a beautiful home, filled 
with mementos of a lifetime.
 The editor took lots of notes and 
a photo of the couple for the writeup 
above. Unfortunately, the Aug. 11 is-
sue of the newspaper was destroyed by 
the Great Flood of 2016.
 Unfortunately, so was the Jeffirs’ 
home. The water went to the ceiling 

and it was a total loss. Just as bad, 
Stephanie Aaron and her husband also 
lost everything.  The families were for-
tunate to survive and lived in a shelter 
briefly.  
 Now the Jeffirs are in assisted living, 
and there is not enough money to keep 
them there. They’d like to return home.  
 If you’d like to help, please send 
your check to “Stephanie Aaron” in 
care of Central City News, 910 North 
Foster Dr., Baton Rouge,LA 70806
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• Eliminate Regulations which Prevent or Slow Rebuilding Our Community
• Work with Congress to Come Up with a REAL Flood Insurance Program
• Rapid Completion of the Comite Diversion Canal
• Complete Review of All Local Drainage Plans
• Regular Maintenance of All Parish Drainage Canals
• Constitutional Conservative
• Support for Our Law Enforcement 
• Right to Keep and Bear Arms, Support for 2nd Amendment
• Traditional Values
• Pro-Free Enterprise and Against Unnecessary Regulation
• No Additional Taxes

Together	We	Will	Rebuild	
But	It	Will	Take

Courage	•	Optimism	•	Hard	Work

Metro Council
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IMPROVING TRAFFIC
Helped to secure over $500 million for traffic improvements in East Baton 
Rouge Parish, improving transportation and economic opportunities!
• Widening of I-10 and I-12
• Construction of Magnolia Bridge
• Widening of Sullivan Road
• Widening and Extension of Hooper Road
• Secured funding for Comite River Diversion Project

SUPPORTING BETTER EDUCATION
Working to give every child an opportunity to attend a good school of choice
• Supports charter school options, school voucher opportunities, and 

strong local public schools
• Supports pay raises for teachers who produce 

high-value outcomes in classrooms
• Bodi and his wife, Robin, have been recognized for providing student 

scholarships to his alma mater, Southeastern Louisiana University

MAKING COMMUNITIES SAFER
Committed to doing what’s right and protecting those most vulnerable
• Spent 6 years as a detective with the East Baton Rouge Sheriff ’s Office
• Passed legislation that cracks down on Medicaid fraud
• Fighting to protect children from social media predators and human 

trafficking

Paid for by Bodi White for Mayor.

Endorsed by East Baton Rouge Parish Republican Party

Recover.  Rebuild.  Renew.
For information for those needing help or those who want to help, please visit: 

www.bodi2016.com/flood-resources

If you would like to sign my petition to ask the President to direct federal funds to flood protection for 
the Greater Baton Rouge area to speed up progress on the Comite River Diversion Canal, please visit:  

www.mackbodiwhite.com/flood-protection-for-baton-rouge

Together we will rebuild our communities!                    
           — Bodi



Sample Ballot
Tuesday, November 8, 2016

President
Hillary Clinton D
Gary Johnson L
Donald Trump R

United States Senate
Charles Boustany R
Foster Campbell D
Joseph Cao R
Thomas Clements L
David Duke R
Carolyn Fayard D
John Fleming R
John Kennedy R
Rob Maness R

Plus 15 Others

United States Congress
2nd District

Kip Holden D
Cedric Richmond D

Plus Two Others

United States Congress
6th District

Bob Bell R
Garret Graves R

Plus Four Others

Mayor-President
Smokie Bourgeois R
Sharon Weston Broome D
John Delgado R
Darryl Gissel N
C. Denise Marcelle D
Byron Sharper D
Bodi White R

Plus Five Others

Metro Council
District 4

Maranda White D
Scott Wilson R
Republicans in Red are endorsed by the 
Republican Party of East Baton Rouge 
Parish, Louisiana. More candidates could 
be endorsed in the weeks ahead.

Sen. Bodi White Running for Mayor-President

Republicans Back Bodi
&	The	Leader

®NEWSNEWS
CENTRAL CITYCENTRAL CITY General Excellence

Louisiana Press Association
National Newspaper Assn.

General Excellence
Louisiana Press Association
National Newspaper Assn.

August  2016 • Vol. 19, No. 8 • 8 Pages • Circulation 14,000 • 50,000 online •  www.centralcitynews.us • 225-261-5055
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 BATON ROUGE — The Republican 
Party of East Baton Rouge Parish 
has endorsed Sen. Bodi White for 
Mayor-President and Metro Coun-
cilman Scott Wilson for reelection 
Nov. 8.  
 Both White and Wilson have spo-
ken at the party’s Ronald Reagan 
Newsmaker Luncheon, answered 
an extensive questionnaire, and 
submitted to a 45-minute interview 
by the 17-member Republican Par-
ty Executive Committee.  
 In a statement, Republican par-
ish chairman Woody Jenkins said, 
 “The Republican Party of East 
Baton Rouge Parish believes Scott 
Wilson has done a fine job on the 
Metro Council and is deserving of 
reelection. For Mayor-President, 
the best choice is Sen. Bodi White, 
because of his solid record of ac-
complishment in the legislature, his 
ability to work with people, and his 
vision for the future.  
 “Sen. White is a solid conserva-
tive who stands against high taxes 
and overregulation.  He supports tra-
ditional family values, the Second 
Amendment, and quality education.  
In addition, his experience in law en-
forcement makes him the ideal lead-
er to deal with our crime problem
and to work with the community.”  
 “He has raised more money and 
put together a better organization 
than any other candidate. The Re-
publican Party is very pleased that we 
have someone of Bodi White’s stat-
ure running for Mayor-President.”

Convocation	Kicks	Off	School	Year

LSU	BASEBALL	COACH	Paul Mainieri (3rd from left) addressed 400 teachers and 
staff of the Central Community School System Monday at the annual school convocation. 
Shown are school board member Dr. David Walker, Mayor Jr. Shelton, and Dr. Jim Gardner.

2016 Central High
Football Schedule

Sep 2 Mentorship  H 
Sep 9 Dutchtown A 
Sep 16 Tara (Homecoming) H 
Sep 23 St. Charles H
Sep 30 McKinley H
Oct 7 Walker H 
Oct14 Scotlandville H
Oct 21 Denham Springs A
Oct 28 Zachary (Sr. Night) H
Nov 4 Live Oak A 

Republican Party
Endorses Sen. White
For Mayor-President,
Wilson for Council

Sidewalks Installed in Front
Of Schools on Sullivan Road

New sidewalks on Sullivan Road

LSU Coach Challenges
400 Central Teachers
To Pursue Excellence
 CENTRAL — The Central Com-
munity School System launched its 
10th year with its annual convoca-
tion for teachers and staff Monday at 
Greenwell Springs Baptist Church.  
Supt. Mike Faulk announced the 
theme for the school year will be 
“Better Together.” He recognized 
former school board president 
Russell Starns and former Cen-
tral High principal Ronnie Devall. 
LSU baseball coach Paul Mainieri 
told of growing up in Miami as the 
son of two teachers and how he 
couldn’t have chosen another pro-
fession. Mainieri said being No. 1 
is not most important but striving to 
be No. 1 is. He challenged Central
to continue to pursue excellence.

 Sidewalks have 
been installed in 
front of the Cen-
tral School Com-
plex on Sullivan 
Road, which is 
just part of a 
plan that will ul-
timately connect 
the complex with 
Central High on 
Wax Road, ac-
cording to Mayor 
Jr. Shelton.
 Shelton cred-
ited his predeces-

sor, Mac Watts, 
and state legisla-
tors for making 
the sidewalks pos-
sible because of 
a contract signed 
eight years ago.
 The sidewalk 
on Sullivan from 
Hooper to Wax 
will be part of 
the four-laning of 
that stretch of 
highway. No date 
for that construc-
tion has been set.

SEN.	BODI	WHITE	(left) and Metro Councilman Scott Wilson have been endorsed by 
the Republican Party of East Baton Rouge Parish for Mayor-President and Metro Council.

Lost EditionLost Edition
The print versions of the Capital City News and Cen-
tral City News for August 2016 were printed by Baton 
Rouge Press on Thursday night, August 11. But the 
next morning the Great Flood of 2016 destroyed not 
only the printing company but all except one copy 
of the newspapers. Only the print version was “lost” 
— a record 50,000 people read it online! This 8-page 
pull-out section commemorates that Lost Edition.

The print versions of the Capital City News and Cen-
tral City News for August 2016 were printed by Baton 
Rouge Press on Thursday night, August 11. But the 
next morning the Great Flood of 2016 destroyed not 
only the printing company but all except one copy 
of the newspapers. Only the print version was “lost” 
— a record 50,000 people read it online! This 8-page 
pull-out section commemorates that Lost Edition.
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The	Day	I	Met	Mother	—	Now	Saint	—	Teresa
 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

 Mother Teresa is about to be de-
clared a Saint, which makes me re-
member the day I met her… It was 
the spring of 1988. I was then a 
member of the Louisiana House of 
Representatives. A story appeared 
in the Advocate that Mother Tere-
sa was coming to Baton Rouge to 
establish a mission of her Sisters 
of Charity. A small group of nuns 
would be coming with her to live 
here on a permanent basis.
 A few days after the story ap-
peared, I was sitting in the House 
Chamber, debating and voting on 
legislation. I had thought little 
about Mother Teresa’s coming to 
Baton Rouge. Then suddenly the 
Speaker announced, “In a few min-
utes, Mother Teresa will be here to 
address the House.” I was stunned 
by this announcement and realized 
that this was my one chance in life 
to meet her.
 I walked rapidly across the House 
floor and stationed myself near the 
north wall of the Chamber, where 
most visitors enter.

 Suddenly, she was there before 
me! She was alone with some of her 
sisters far behind. I too was alone 
with no crowd of legislators around. 
That in itself was amazing because 
there is usually a throng of legisla-
tors to meet visiting dignitaries but 
not today! This experience was to 
be mine alone!
 She was dressed as I had seen her 
in photographs. She wore a simple 
white habit decorated with blue lines. 
I was very surprised at how tiny she 
was. She stood no more than 4’9”.

 It was a moment I will never for-
get as long as I live. I reached out 
my hand and said, “Welcome to 
Louisiana, Mother.”
 She looked into my eyes with the 
most beautiful smile. There was a 
warmth and a power in her that I had 
never seen before. It was not only 
that she was a Godly person. More 
than that — I could actually feel 
God’s presence. It was as though 
God had completely wrapped Him-
self around her! When I looked at 
her, it was as though I was getting a 
glimpse into heaven.
 I could feel in that moment the 
love, the peace, and the perfection 
of it. I imagined the thousands of 
the sick and dying whom she had 
held in her arms. What a comfort 
and a joy they must have felt as they 
passed over to the other side!
 Her face was dark from the sun 
and wrinkled but she had a childlike 
smile that bespoke a mischievous 
sense of humor. Her hand too was 
wrinkled but warm and strong.
I embraced her, and she said to me, 
“God bless you!”
 She made her way to the Speak-
er’s podium. Everyone in the Cham-
ber was standing and applauding 
endlessly and cheering. Believe me, 
you didn’t have to be Catholic to 
feel what she brought to us.
Some of her sisters stood in a group 
on the left side of the podium. The 
Chamber was suddenly packed. 
Senators, lobbyists, and staff mem-
bers had surged in.
 Mother spoke very briely but ev-
ery word had meaning. She brought 
greetings to the people of Louisiana 
and expressions of love. She said 
her sisters were beginning a work in 
Baton Rouge.
 Then she spoke the words I will 
never forget: “If there are any chil-
dren who are without love or a home 
in Louisiana — any children that 
you don’t want — just send them to 
me, and I will care for them!”
 Her brief words left us breathless.
 As she made her way down from 
the podium, the House members 
cheered and applauded. All of us 
were weeping as we clapped.
 We wept to be in the presence of 
such an extraordinary person. We 
wept in joy that she cared enough to 
come here and help our state. And 
we wept in shame because we knew 
that there were children in Louisiana 
who did not live in a loving home, 
and we knew that we had done so 
little for such children.
Mother Teresa left that day but she 
made a lasting impression on ev-
eryone who was there. It was only 
a year or two later that the Louisi-
ana Legislature passed the strongest 
pro-life legislation in the United 
States.
 I have often thought that it was 
Mother Teresa’s visit to the legisla-

REPUBLICANS	running for Mayor-President spoke at the Ronald Reagan Newsmaker 
Luncheon Tuesday.  Shown are Smokie Bourgeois, John Delgado, and Bodi White.

	 FIFTY	YEARS	AGO today on 
Aug. 11, 1966, my wife Diane and 
I launched the first edition of the 
North Baton Rouge Journal. We 
were both 19 years old. Today we 
continue our love for the newspaper 
business and this community.
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ture that gave us the inspiration and 
courage to stand up for the unborn 
child
 I think of all the mothers, starting 
with my own dear sweet Mother, 
who have loved us, cared for us, for-
given us, and given us everything 
that is humanly possible to give. 
Some of our Mothers bore their 
children the natural way. Some of 
our Mothers have adopted children. 
Still other Mothers are raising the 
children of family members. And 
some Mothers, like Mother Teresa, 
have no children of their own to hold 
and to keep. Yet, they serve, and 
they light the world with their love!

Stephen Weilbacher, D.D.S.
2321 Drusilla Lane, Suite 
A Baton Rouge, LA 70809

(225) 928-3384
Online Scheduling Available at

 www.drweilbacher.com

LumiSmile is a digital smile makeover that takes 
about 30 minutes and will give you a preview of 
how beautiful your smile could be. Ask about 
LumiSmile during your consultation!

For a limited time, you can receive a 
FREE Digital Smile Makeover that will
 instantly reval the stunning new you!

For a limited time. Bring your coupon to the office to redeem.
Cannot be combined with another coupon. Expires 10/31/16

Lost Edition

	 AFTER	 THE	 FLOOD this is 
what our papers looked like! But 
thanks to our great printer, Baton 
Rouge Press, we are still in busi-
ness! While they are working to 
reopen, they have arranged to have 
our papers printed in Georgia.
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Honoring	BRPD	Officer	Montrell	Jackson
Killed by Terrorist,
Gentle Giant Loved
BR But Wondered
If City Loved Him

 BATON ROUGE — Baton Rouge 
Police officer Montrell Jackson, 
32, was killed by a terrorist on 
Sunday, July 17, along with fellow 
BRPD officer Matthew Gerald and 
Sheriff’s deputy Brad Garafola.
 Jackson, known by many as a 
gentle giant, was the father of a 
newborn. He was known as kind 
and thoughtful.
 Not long before his death, of-
ficer Jackson posted a Facebook 
message that gained national atten-
tion after his death.
 It expressed the difficulty he 
faced as a black police officer. He 

Montrell Jackson, one of the 
Baton Rouge Police officers 
killed by a terrorist on July 
17 posted this message on 
his Facebook page on July 8. 
It is a heart wrenching mes-
sage that tells how difficult it 
is to be a black police officer 
today. “I swear to God I love 
this city, but I wonder if this 
city loves me. In uniform, I 
get nasty hateful looks and 
out of uniform some people 
consider me a threat.” 

“Please don’t let hate 
infect your heart. This 
city MUST and WILL 
get better. I’m work-
ing in these streets so 
any protesters, officers, 
friends, family, or who-
ever, if you see me and 
need a hug or want to 
say a prayer I got you.”
 — Montrell Jackson
   BRPD

Montrell Jackson
Left a Legacy of
Love and Hope
For Baton Rouge

said that when he was in uniform, 
he felt hated by many people, ap-
parently referring to some in the 
black community.  He added that 
when out of uniform, he felt feared, 
apparently referring to some in the 
white community.
 His words caused many in Baton 
Rouge to reevaluate how they treat 
black police officers and black men 
in general.
 More than 1,500 people attend-
ed Montrell Jackson’s funeral, and 
police officers from all 50 states 
participated in services and the fu-
neral procession honoring him.

FUNERAL	PROCESSION on Winbourne Avenue honored Baton Rouge Police officer 
Montrell Jackson. Thousands of people lined Winbourne, Airline Highway, and Florida 
Boulevard to grieve his death and honor his memory.

Thank	you!

Thank	you!

Thank	you!

Thank	you!

Thank	you!

A	PEACEMAKER	WITH	A	HUG	FOR	EVERYONE	— Baton Rouge Police officer 
Montrell Jackson with his baby boy.  Jackson was killed by a terrorist Sunday, July 17.
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Massive	Funeral	Procession	for	Sheriff	Deputy	Brad	Garafola	on	Airline	Highway

Funeral Procession Honoring Deputy Brad Garafola
Saturday, July 23, 2016 • Airline Highway, Baton Rouge

Photos by Jolice Provost and Woody Jenkins of Capital City News

FUNERAL	PROCESSION for East Baton Rouge Parish Sheriff’s deputy Brad Garafola who was murdered by a terrorist.  Garafola was killed when he went to rescue Baton Rouge Police officer Matthew Gerald who was already down.  At right, deputy Garafola’s body is moved from the carriage to the hearse.  Ar right, Shefiff Sid Gautreaux prays for deputy Garafola.
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Eric Frank PhotographyEric Frank Photography
Eric Frank is the new official photographer for CHS.

Make an appointment now for senior portraits.
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Procession	for	BR	Officer	Matthew	Gerald
Estimated 10,000
Lined Highways to
Final Resting Place
Near Zachary, LA

 BATON ROUGE — An estimated 
10,000 mourners lined the route 
between Healing Place Church in 
southeast Baton Rouge and the Na-
tional Cemetery near Zachary, as 
the remains of Baton Rouge Police 
officer Matthew Gerald were trans-
ported to his final resting place. 
 People waved flags, held signs, 
saluted, and cried along city streets, 
Interstate highways, and rural 
roads. His death touched countless 

copter mechanic.
 Reportedly, his nickname on the 
force was Benjamin Buttons, after 
the hero of a 2008 film where the 
hero gets younger as he ages.
 The Baton Rouge and St. George 
Fire Department erected ladders 
along the route and displayed giant 
American flags.  
 Hundreds of police officers rode 
squad cars or motorcycles in the fu-
neral procession.

lives in Baton Rouge and across the 
country. Police officers came from 
all 50 states, along with a delegation 
of Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
 Gerald, the father of two, was a 
rookie cop, despite his age — 41.
 Deeply patriotic, Gerald served 
four years as a Marine but after 
September 11, 2001, he decided to 
return to the fight, and he joined 
the U.S. Army, serving three tours 
of duty in Iraq where he was a heli-

 American flags were everywhere 
along with a blue version of the flag 
intended to honor law enforcement 
officers.
 The vast crowd, spread out over 
nearly 20 miles, was racially di-
verse, and the people mingled free-
ly.  Many hugged and prayed with 
utter strangers of another race and 
some cried unashamedly.
 There has rarely been anything 
like it in Baton Rouge.

FUNERAL	PROCESSION for Baton Rouge Police officer Matthew Gerald on Highway 61 at Mt. Pleasant Road.  Enormous crowds lined the roads along the way.

Officers	salute	a	fallen	hero.
Motorcyclists joined the procession.

Hearse	of	Matthew	Gerald	passes	under	the	American	flag.
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Location is everything.
Especially your mortgage
company’s location.

       When you’re ready to move on a piece of 
property, you need a mortgage team that’s ready 
to move, too. One that understands the value of the 
neighborhood like you do. A team that knows how 
fast a great address can sell—and has a track record of 
moving faster to close the deal. There’s only one way 
to make the mortgage process as simple as it should 
be: experienced people making local decisions on 
local properties.

Made in Louisiana. Made for Louisiana.

redriverbank.net  -  225.923.0232

 CITY NEWS  7

Memorial	to	Slain	Officers	at	Crime	Scene
Thousands Pay Tribute to Murdered Officers

After the murder of three police of-
ficers by a terrorist, people began 
a Memorial at B-Quik store on Air-
line Hwy. For the next three weeks, 
thousands visited the site.

MEMORIAL for Baton Rouge Police officers and Sheriff’s deputy killed in the line of duty. Thousands of police officers and citizens visited the site and prayed for the officers.

Honoring	a	fallen	friend
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Dialogue	Between	Police,	Community

8 CITY NEWS

 BATON ROUGE — On the day of 
Deputy Brad Garafola’s funeral, 
the Baton Rouge and St. George 
Fire Departments hoisted a giant 
American flag to honor him. How-
ever, just before the funeral pro-
cession for Deputy Garafola was 
about to begin, it started to rain 
and a wire holding the giant Amer-
ican flag broke. The flag had to be 
removed during a lightning storm.   
 Spontaneously, police and fire-
fighters, men and women, and 
boys and girls rushed to grab the 
new flag, keep it from touching 
the ground, and raised it back into 
place. One man said, “It was one 
of the most inspirational things I 
have ever been part of!” 
 St. George District Fire Chief 
John Jack Jones described the 
events this way: “The first flag 
was hung without issue. When the 
weather changed and the down-
pour started, a strong (and I mean 
strong) gust of wind caused the 
flag to tear one of the grommets 
and give way.” 
 “Fortunately, a backup plan was 
in place. The flag was taken to the 
gas pumps where with the help of 
the civilians present, it was prop-
erly folded and stored. The backup 
flag was retrieved and once again 
with the help of the civilians pres-
ent, it was unfolded and hung with-

out incident.” 
 “If I may add, in perfect condi-
tions, that flag takes approximately 
45 minutes to hang. It is 30’ X 20’ 
and with enough wind, it can pick a 
person completely off the ground. 
The main flag was retrieved, fold-
ed and stowed, and the backup 
hung in under 35 minutes. This 
could not have been accomplished 
without the civilians present. I can 
not thank them enough. That is the 
Baton Rouge I have come to know 
and love.” 
 “Now let me speak about our 
firefighters. When the main flag 
tore, we were in a torrential down-
pour with high winds and light-
ning. To retrieve the flag, I had 
to have firefighters climb both 
ladders. That was nearly 50’, the 
height of a five-story building! I 
had firefighters grabbing ropes, 
pulleys and metal poles, all during 
heavy rain, high winds, and light-
ning.” 
 “Any one of the firefighters 
would have been justified in refus-
ing to venture out and attempt such 
an operation. But every firefighter 
on Airline Highway ran to prevent 
that flag from touching the ground 
without hesitation. That is the same 
dedication they serve our commu-
nity with every day. It truly is an 
honor to be associated with them!”
 Once Deputy Garafola’s funeral 
procession began, the new flag was 
flying high for him as though noth-
ing had happened!

—	Catch	the	Falling	Flag	—																																	

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

When High Winds and Rain Tore a Grommet,
Firefighters Braved Lightning to Take Flag Down;
Then without Being Asked, Civilians Joined in
To Hoist Another Flag to Honor Deputy Garafola

RECORD	TIME — The second flag was raised by the citizens in record time, causing a fire chief to point to the sight and another to raise his hands to praise the Lord.

WHEN	RAIN	AND	HIGH	WINDS broke a grommet and brought down a giant American flag, civilians joined with police and fire to raise another flag in time for funeral procession.

Former	Sheriff	Greg	Phares,	Michael	Mitchell,	Todd	Gaudin,	and	Phares

Cleve	Dunn,	Jr.,	Council	member	Chauna	Banks,	and	Dr.	Rani	Whitfield

Former	Baton	Rouge	Police	chief	Pat	England	and	Cleve	Dunn,	Jr.
 BATON ROUGE — The Cham-
ber of Commerce of East Baton 
Rouge hosted a meeting between 
law enforcement leaders and local 
black leaders. Former Sheriff Greg 

Phares and former Baton Rouge 
Police chief Pat England spoke and 
answered questions. Afterwards, 
participants said the meeting was 
productive and should be repeated.
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