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Supt. Drake Opens Istrouma
450 Students Enroll in 9th, 10th Grades

 BATON ROUGE - East Baton Rouge 
Parish Supt. Warren Drake fulfilled 
a major promise last week with the 
re-opening of Istrouma High School 
in North Baton Rouge. Istrouma, 
once the largest school in the state, 
was closed by the State Department 
of Education three years ago, and 
there were no plans to re-open.
 However, the closure of Istrouma 
meant there was no public high 
school between Scotlandville on 
the north and Baton Rouge High on 
the south. Students in the 70805 zip 
code were bused far outside their 
neighborhood.
 Drake said the closure of Istrouma 
undermined efforts to rebuild North 
Baton Rouge, an area plagued by 
poverty and crime. “First a school, 
then a community,” he said, arguing 
that re-opening Istrouma was essen-
tial to creating a strong community 
in the area.
 After a $24 million renovation 
of the school, a new principal and 
staff, and a new curriculum oriented 
to the petro-chemical industry and 
college prep, Istrouma opened last 
week to much fanfare in the media.
 Drake and principal Reginald 
Douglas revived a tradition of beat-
ing the drum to mark the re-opening 
of Istrouma. The school is keeping 
its historic nickname of the Istrouma 

Historic School
Rescued from 
Closure by State
Three Years Ago

BR City Judge Candidates in Oct. 14 Election
To Replace Judge Suzan Ponder Who Retired

CANDIDATES FOR CITY JUDGE (left to right) Whitney Higginbotham Green (R), Chris Hester (R), Carson Marcantel (R), Johnell Matthews (D), and Judy Moore Vendetto (R) 
will address the Chamber of Commerce of East Baton Rouge Parish at 12 noon Tuesday, August 22 at Café Américain, 7521 Jefferson Hwy. They will joined by Democrat Janice Miller 
(not shown).  Lunch is $19 and is open to the public. Reservations are not necessary. The Chamber EBR is oriented to small business owners who reside and own a business in the parish.

Indians, much to the delight of the 
Houma Indian tribe, which plans to 
dance when the school has a formal 

celebration sometime in October.
 The school has opened with only 
9th and 10th graders. So far, more 

than 450 have enrolled with more 
coming daily. The school will add a 
grade a year for the next two years.

RE-OPENING ISTROUMA HIGH SCHOOL — New Istrouma High principal Reginald Douglas beats the drum, celebrating the 
re-opening of the historic school as East Baton Rouge Parish schools Supt. Warren Drake looks on. Drake pledged when he was elected 
superintendent to re-open Istrouma, which was closed three years ago. Drake and the school board found $24 million to renovate the 
school. It now has an all-new faculty, a new curriculum, and a new mission. It was once the largest school in the state with 1,800 students.
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Small Business Directory • Shop Local

Carpet Cleaning

BayouSteam
Carpet, Upholstery,

Tile & Grout Cleaning
Locally owned and operated

225-955-6955

Dirt Work

General Sand & Gravel Co.
Limestone, Gravel, Mason Sand, Clay, Top Soil, 

Riversilt, Crushed Concrete, Tractor Work,
Swimming Pool Demo & Fill-In

225-261-3953

Lawn Care

PRO CUTS

225-614-7496

Mowing & Trimming • Tree Maintenance
Flower Bed Maintenance

No Contracts • Free Estimates

Parking Lot Lights, Security Lights, and Video

Electrical

Simple Electric

Commercial • Residental
Over 35 Years Experience • Any Size Job

Installation of All Electrical Work

225-921-2633

Automotive
North - Airline & 

Choctaw
 225-927-2311
South - Airline 
& Cloverland
 225-751-3656

Furniture
Good Furniture That Lasts

7330 Florida Blvd.
225-926-0250

FURNITURE & GALLERY
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Lessons from the Great Flood of August 2017

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

The Flood Brought a Whole Community Closer to God
Recommendations of Central City News and Capital City News

Advertise
in Business Directory

To Advertise
Call  225-261-5055

Classifieds
$6 for first 10 words. $10 for 11 to 20 words, 
$15 for 21 to 30 words.  $20 for 31 to 40 
words.  $25 for one column inch classi-
fied display ad. Call 261-5055.  Must be 
paid in advance. To pay by credit card, go 
to www.centralcitynews.us and click “Pay 
Now” on the left.  Then email ad copy to 
centralcitynews@hotmail.com. Or mail or 
hand deliver check and ad copy to City 
News, 910 N. Foster, Baton Rouge 70806
FOR SALE: Beautiful Light Blue 
2003 Ford Thunderbird Convertible 
with hardtop. Only 74,000 miles. 
$10,995. 225-324-5454
GARAGE SALE: Aug. 18 from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Aug.19 from 
8:00 a.m. to Noon. Multi-Family mov-
ing sale furniture, accessories and 
more at 11007 Glenn Watts Rd, Cen-
tral, LA 70818.
FOR HIRE: Universal Banker need-
ed, minimum two years’ experience 
in teller work at a financial institution, 
personal & commercial account open-
ing & maintenance, consumer lend-
ing a plus.  Email resume to :  hr@
bankofzachary.com.  Bank of Zachary 
is an equal opportunity employer.  All 
qualified applicants will receive con-

sideration for employment without 
regard to race, religion, color, national 
origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, age, status of protected vet-
eran, among other things or status as 
a qualified individual with a disability.
EEO/AA/M/F/VETERAN/DIS -
ABLED
FOR HIRE: Science Teacher (Baton 
Rouge, LA): Teach Science to second-
ary school students. Bachelors in Sci-
ence Edu. or any subfield of science+1 
yr exp as Science Tchr at mid or high 
school. Mail res.: Pelican Educational 
Foundation, 7600 Boone Ave Baton 
Rouge, LA 70808, Attn: HR, Refer to 
Ad#FB

Isaiah 40:28-31
 Hast thou not known? Hast thou 
not heard, that the everlasting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 
weary? There is no searching of his 
understanding.
 He giveth power to the faint; and 
to them that have no might he in-
creaseth strength.
 Even the youths shall faint and 
be weary, and the young men shall 
utterly fall:
 But they that serve the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not faint.

 We asked our readers to tell us 
what they learned from the flood 
of August 2016 and past year of 
trying to recover from it. Their 
fascinating answers are found on 
Pages 4-7 and 10 of this newspa-
per. You probably won’t be able to 
put it down!
 But we also wanted to answer 
that question ourselves. Every 
member of our staff was affected 
by the flood, some very dramati-

you over when you are down.
 • There’s a reason Central was 
never developed — because Cen-
tral floods!  The old-timers knew 
that and didn’t build where it 
floods. But today developers build 
subdivisions just about anywhere, 
and people assume because it’s 
a subdivision that it won’t flood. 
The truth is, Central floods like it 
always has and probably always 
will. Some people have a lot of 
hope for the Comite Diversion Ca-
nal. I supported it when I was in 
the legislature. But they told us 
then it would only affect flood lev-
els by 1.5 feet along some areas of 
the Comite. I hope it does, but, re-
member, the Amite is a far bigger 
river and carries far more water.  
The Comite Diversion Canal will 
have very little affect on the Amite.
 • On Saturday, August 12, 2016, 
I was in four feet of water for five 
hours trying to save what I could 
from my wife’s office on Oak 
Cluster Drive, south of Greenwell 
Springs Road. I was surprised at the 
strong current in the water — com-
ing from the east — from the Amite. 
It wasn’t coming from the Comite!
 • When someone says, Oh, it 

doesn’t flood here, just assume 
they are wrong.
 • There are people who love us 
and will step forward and help — 
even without being asked.
 • There are other people who 
would love to help if you asked 
them! So ask them to help!
 • When you are gutting a house 
by yourself 20 hours a day, at some 
point you will collapse. But, if you 
keep asking for help, the Lord will 
send help — just before you think 
you are going to die!  It happened to 
me on six occasions.  Twice it was 
family, twice it was friends, and 
twice it was members of the Cen-
tral football team! Go Wildcats!
 • During times like this, people 
rise to the occasion. We realize 
there are real heroes in our midst. 
They are unsung and unrecog-
nized. Yet, they are all around us! 
Some of them may be angels be-
cause they disappear, only to reap-
pear sometime when you least ex-
pect it. Maybe at Wal-Mart! They 
wave at you from across the way 
and smile, then disappear forever!
 • The flood brought people clos-
er to God — in fact, a whole com-
munity! 

cally.  Here is what we learned:
 • The Lord is in charge. Never 
doubt that or forget that.  He has a 
great plan for our lives, even though 
that plan is not always clear to us.
 • Things are not as important as 
we thought.
 • Our neighbors are pretty awe-
some!
 • It’s not what you lost but what 
you have left that counts.
 • It will take more than a 1,000-
year flood to drown our spirits!
 • Most people are pretty darn 
good!
 • People have a complete mis-
understanding of the purpose of 
FEMA. They think it is there to 
help them get back in their home 
that flooded. Nothing could be 
further from the truth! The con-
fusing bureaucracy, delays, and 
ridiculous regulations are there by 
design. The purpose of FEMA is 
to strongly discourage citizens in 
flood-prone areas from rebuilding 
where they flooded.
 • FEMA should be abolished 
and a system of private insurance 
should be used in its place.
 • The only thing you can count 
on government to do is to screw 

Recommendations 
on Constitutional Amendments

October 14, 2017
No. 1 — Exempt construction materials delivered 
to job site from property taxes — Yes
No. 2 — Exempt from property taxes the home-
stead of surviving spouse of law enforcement offi-
cer killed in line of duty — Yes
No. 3 — Dedicate any new gasoline taxes to trans-
portation and forbid use for salaries, benefits, or 
retirement of state employees — Yes
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A Year with the Great Flood
Brandi Payne: How the Flood Changed Our Lives

 CENTRAL — My friend 
wanted a non-flooded com-
parison of Lawson’s touch-
ing front entrance photo. 
Doesn’t look too drastic un-
til you look at the mailbox. 

 Brandi Payne
 Flood Survivor

W o w ! 
This is 
a b o u t 
how it 
looked 
w h e n 
we woke 
up. We 
w e r e 
rescued 
by boat 
a b o u t 

three hours later. What a 
long wait!
    Cell phones not working, 
911 not answering any-
more, or just saying “You’re 
on the list!” I just kept call-
ing my mom screaming and 
crying!
  My daughter Kameron 
was away for the flood and 
missed all the fun, but my 
husband Jason, son Law-
son, and I were rescued a 
few hours later. By then, the 
water was a good bit higher 
and the currents were stron-
ger. You couldn’t see any 
mailboxes at all. When we 
came back home, the boats 
had knocked down all the 
mailboxes!
 Once we made it to mom’s 
on the other side of Central, 
her yard was full of water. 
We were only there about 
an hour before having to 
evacuate again.
 Gosh, looking at these 
pictures makes my chest 
feel funny. What an experi-
ence! It makes you appreci-
ate the safety we feel on a 
day-to-day basis.

HHH
 Beauty comes after the 
storm! The Great Flood 
taught me that we can get 
through anything, that God 
will always show up, and 
that life is fragile and rela-
tionships are special!
   I took a few after-pictures 
of our house — what the 
place looked like after a 
good bit of blood, sweat, 
and tears. We did things we 
never knew we could do, 
and we made it!

HHH
    To flood is one thing, but 
to have to be rescued is an-
other. We were watching a 
documentary this morning 
on TV and Lawson stopped 
playing and came to sit 
with me and held my hand. 
Sweet baby boy, he was 
such a big boy that day and 
never cried, but it did instill 
a memory that won’t leave 
for a long time.

HHH
    I can’t believe it’s been a 
year. It seems so long ago, 
but yet, like yesterday!
    I will never forget waking 
up and looking out to see 
the Amite River in front of 
my house. We were already 
trapped with no way out.

On the day of the flood, Lawson woke up to see the Amite River rising in the front yard. At right, today.

When we woke up, it was too late 
to evacuate. Water kept rising!

As the water rose, we called 
repeatedly for help.

Help arrived, and we were 
brought to safety!

Back at home, our things were
being submerged in water.

Once back home, we had more 
work than we could imagine.

So much had to be thrown away. 
The debris piled up!

The flood left us to face a mas-
sive challenge on many levels.

But we did it!  This is our new 
kitchen!  Better than ever!

Our living room is back! Home sweet home! Ultimately, this is what really matters!

Brandi & Lawson

    That was just the begin-
ning. It challenged my faith 
to my core! We were un-
der attack — emotionally, 
physically, mentally, and 
financially!
    However, my God pulled 
us through! Every time we 
were at the very end of our 
rope, something happened 
or someone showed up to 
lift us up just enough.
    To all of our friends and 
family who helped even if 
for a day, you have no idea 
the relief you brought.

HHH
    The Great Flood of 2016 
was horrific, but to me it 
was so much more! It made 
me love my City even more 
and also started strong 
bonds with close neighbors. 
It brought our family closer 
together — literally in the 
same house! Most of all, it 
proved God to be so faith-
ful! He can turn any storm 
into a beautiful rainbow! 

     It challenged my faith to the core! We were under attack — emotionally, physically, men-
tally, and financially!  However, my God pulled us through! Every time we were at the very end 
of our rope, something happened or someone showed up to lift us up just enough. 
“

”
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See DEVALL on Page 14

YR president Jonathan Davis, Scott Wilfong, 

BREC.ORG

REGISTER FOR BREC’S

Programs
From Fitness + Outdoor Adventure

To Dance + Music, BREC Has 
Something For Children + Adults 

Of All Interests This Fall!  

RESOLVE WITHOUT COURT

We Can Assist You With or Without an Attorney

225-385-7725

MEDIATE NOW
Civil, Business, & Family Services

Gain Closure Now!

Low Rates • No Retainers 

DIVORCE • CUSTODY
PROPERTY • SUCCESSIONS

EMPLOYMENT • WORKERS COMP
AUTO ACCIDENTS • PRODUCT LIABILITY 

SLIP & FALL
LEGAL DOCUMENT PREPARATION

Petitions • Wills • Contracts

www.2MediateNow.com
    LA-1000651049

See FLOOD on Page 5

What We Learned from the 1,000-Year

 BATON ROUGE —  We asked our 
readers who survived the flood of 
August 2016 and its aftermath to tell 
us what they learned from the experi-
ence. Here’s what they said:
Rhonda Badeaux Conrad
 That I put too much value on 
“things” and not enough on family!
Sherry Kelley-Mack
 Don’t trust your insurance policy, 
agent, or provider!
Rae Lyons
 Don’t have more than you need.  
It’s only stuff!
Thomas St Amant II
 Build high!  
Harvey Landry
 Or move to a higher elevation.
Brigitte Lewisa Reulet
 Elevation changes with every new 
subdivision!
Laurence Delaroderie
 Why buy flood insurance when 
FEMA gives away 60,000 dollars to 
people without it!
Kristina Murphy
 Not me! My restaurant flooded 
and I had no flood insurance. Not one 
cent was given to me from FEMA!
Faye Lewis Hodges
 ‘Things’ can disappear forever 
really quickly. Keep only what you 
need or cherish. And buy a boat!
Kitty Courts
 Listen to the weather reports.
Joe Broussard
 There is no safe place in south 
Louisiana!
Hunter Gerald
 That despite being physically, 

emotionally, and mentally exhausted, 
you can still gut a house!
Keith Stark
 A positive attitude can help you 
deal with the most disastrous catas-
trophes. We made it a priority to count 
our blessings rather than our losses.
Harvey Landry
 My motto is, “No matter how bad a 
situation is, it can always be worse!”
Becky Conrad
 Family means the most. Things 
are just that — things. When you lose 
them all and still have family, you are 
blessed!
Harvey Landry
 I was amazed at the help we re-
ceived from family, friends, acquain-
tances, and even strangers!

Becky Conrad
 And you find out that you keep 
too much junk!
John Jay Nauta
 Glad I moved to Mississippi be-
fore the floods because it’s high and 
dry here.
Libby Thom Adams
 Things can change in the blink of 
an eye. Be grateful for today and its 
blessings.
Robin Dantin
 You can live with so much less 
than you think and the rest is just 
stuff. Next: The best and the worst 
of people come out during tragedy. 
One more: I know I will make peo-
ple laugh at this one, FEMA is very 
inefficient!

Rebecca Atwell Barber
 Don’t give to the Red Cross! Find 
a local church to support during a di-
saster.
Deborah Schulenberg Pratt
 Headed to higher ground!
Harvey Landry
 We moved to Zachary in Decem-
ber, gaining 51 feet of elevation. El-
evation was my first criterion in our 
house hunt.
Mark Chambers
 Study and know contractors!
Cindy Rome Estep
 Put everything in plastic contain-
ers that seal well and float!
Harvey Landry
 Put irreplaceables in the attic.

Flood Survivors
Glean Lessons
From Past Year

The Rest of the Story: One Year Later
Mervin and Dorothy Medine

 After the flood last year, we ran the photograph at left show-
ing Mervin, 95, and Dorothy Medine, 93, escaping from the 
floodwaters at their home on Prescott Road. Their son Bruce 
sent us the photo and provided this follow up report on what 
happened to his parents after their escape.
 When the water started coming up, Mr. and Mrs. Medine 
were evacuated and taken first to Bruce’s brother’s house and 
then to Bruce’s. Unfortunately, Dorothy, who was suffering 
from Alzheimer’s disease, passed away on Nov. 1, which is 
All-Saints Day. Mervin and Dorothy were such wonderful 
people and had for years devoted themselves to caring for the 
sick and elderly.  So Dorothy’s dying on All-Saints Day was 
particularly appropriate, Bruce said.
 Mervin is living with his daughter in Prairieville and doing 
well. He had cared for Dorothy for many years and it took a toll 
on him but he is feeling much better now. Mervin Medine was 
a tractor mechanic at Talbot Tractor. He was a veteran of World 
War II and was awarded the Bronze Star and the Silver Star for 
bravery.  He served as a machine gun sergeant with the 104th 
Timberwolf Division. He fought his way from Cherbourg, 
France, across the Rhine, through the Black Forest to Berlin.
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demco.org

/DEMCOLouisiana 

KEEPING CURRENT: 
TIP #27

Through its Operation Roundup 
program, the DEMCO Foundation 

has dispersed over $5 million in 
assistance to DEMCO members 

in their times of need.

 * DEMCO-ology 101 *

We average your yearly energy 
bill, and you pay approximately 
the same amount each month. 
Sign up at demco.org today. 

Levelize your bill & 
balance your budget. 

Kitty Thomas
 I lost the contents of several plastic 
containers that were sealed and taped 
because they turned over and filled 
with water. The attic gets extremely 
hot. Keep that in mind when storing 
things up there.
Jim Buckley
 Hope for the best, but prepare for 
the worst.
Brandi Payne
 Trust God. Sometimes he is the 
only one who can change a situation. 
We had blessings coming from all di-
rections! Live for God and give Him 
all the glory!
Keith Phelps
 Government sucks! Don’t look to 
them for help anytime soon.
Emilie P. Dickerson
 People say it was just stuff in our 
homes but it was 55 years of wonder-
ful memories piled on our front yard 
in huge heaps. One was my mother’s 
desk when she was a tiny little girl. 
I cherished that desk because it was 
irreplaceable These are the treasures 
lost forever!
Louis Ruffino
 That some banks are not worth a 
crap and have no heart!
Carrie Poston
 To move on and not place value on 
material things.
Susan Davis
 Mortgage companies are evil and 
should be punished!
Chuck Bush
 Whenever possible, do it yourself! 
It’s faster, better and you can depend 
on it.
Mike Mannino
 Better question is what was not 
learned by the cities affected. Places 

like Central have officials who are to-
tally ignoring the fact that building in 
flood zones is a recipe for more and 
more of this.
Jessica LeBlanc Pursifull
 We can live with less, and my fam-
ily is most important!
Chalmers Wheat
 It sure was expensive!
Hope Miller
 Even if you’re NOT in a flood 
zone, get flood insurance! 
Rebecca Spano
 Even during our darkest hours we 
are still blessed in so many ways.

Tommy Straight
 The cities don’t care about any-
thing but money. They still haven’t 
cleaned the ditches or drains!
Kay Walock
 I have asked God to show me 
what I need to learn from this natu-
ral disaster. Stuff does not matter! 
We have too much stuff. Don’t take 
things for granted.  Have patience. 
Wait and again wait. “This too shall 
pass away!” He sustained me.
Lea Hendrickson
 Perspective. Even when our three 
bedroom, two bath house was gutted 

and had bare concrete floors, it was a 
mansion by 95 percent of the world’s 
standard.
Lorrie Aydell Fisk
 My grandpa was super wise. He 
bought land on the highest land in 
Livingston Parish. My parents were 
one of the very few homes in French 
Settlement that got no water in their 
home.
Kathy Dixon Sanders
 The affirmation of the goodness of 
the people in South Louisiana. The 
willingness to help others in crisis 

Flood That Devastated Our Community
One Year Later
Lori Ann Balthazar

 Last year, we featured the 
photo at left of Central residents 
being rescued from the Morgan 
Road area. The cut line said, “The 
heartbreak of losing a lifetime of 
work.”  But, as it turned out, Lori 
Ann Balthazar (gray shirt) had to 
be evacuated but learned later that 
her home did not flood! 
 Lori’s son, Carson Balthazar 
(just behind her) was a hero for 
Central High in their State Cham-
pionship baseball victory over 
West Monroe. To the right of Lori 
are her daughter Blayklee and her 
son Robbie Breland.
 Walking behind are Amanda 
Talbot, Jonathan Howard, Ken 
Chapman, and Logan Seals. Aman-
da came from LSU area and Jona-
than from Prairieville to help out!

Continued from Page 4

See A LITTLE on Page 6
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transcends all other feelings.
Alaine Dibenedetto
 Get plenty of references 
from contractors and check 
to see if they actually have a 
contractor’s license!
Stuart Chambliss
 Mortgage companies don’t 
give a crap about their cli-
ents.
Harvey Landry
 Heed the warnings! Don’t 
think, “Oh, that’s ridiculous. 
Let’s wait and see what hap-
pens.” When it happens, it’s 
too late! Take action accord-
ing to the official warnings.
Sherry Westbrook Sanford
 I didn’t flood and I feel so 
much for those that did. Af-
ter reading all the comments 
all I can think is that I hope 
someone archives this list 
and saves it. Years from now 
your descendants will cher-
ish reading their ancestors 
words on the great flood.

Sylvia Rose Garrett
 To keep on keeping on and 
never, ever give up.
Gloria Newton
 That disasters like this 
bring out what is in the heart 
of people — good and bad. 

I learned that I had entirely 
too much stuff and that I put 
too much value on it. Letting 
go has been so hard. Losing 
pictures was the worst for me 
and my grandma’s table and 
my piano.

Kristina Murphy
 To be patient in the recov-
ery process.  I learned that by 
Human Error on both Amite 
and Comite drainage sys-
tems, the people got the raw 
deal! The State of Louisiana 
owes the flood victims thou-
sands of dollars for damages 
caused by the normal rain fall.
Robin Standard
 Don’t use air mattresses to 
float in a flood.
Anne Sylvester Cramer
 Don’t trust your contractor.
Doug Vicknair
 Move to the hills of SW 
Mississippi... Don’t rebuild 
right away until the “fly by 
nights” are all gone!
Peggy Pollard Seeley
 Pray...pray...pray!
Kristie Schaefer
 Let go.
Torri Simoneaux
 I learned how strong and 
how much courage God has 
blessed me with.
Libby and Wayne Adams
 I still trust you Lord!
Leonard Brown
 That God is greater than 
our greatest disasters.
Kevin Hussey
 Don’t use Allstate.
Todd McInnis
 Make sure all the neigh-
bors are accounted for. 
Know which are elderly or 

TRUCK STUFF TRUCK STUFF USA

,

Tuesday, July 25, 2017
Lunch 12n $19 • Café Américain
7521 Jefferson Highway
Baton Rouge, LA 70806
www.ChamberEBR.com

Tuesday, Aug. 22, 2017
Lunch 12n $19 • Café Américain
7521 Jefferson Highway
Baton Rouge, LA 70806
www.ChamberEBR.com

CITY JUDGE CANDIDATES
and Rep. Garret Graves
CITY JUDGE CANDIDATES
and Rep. Garret Graves

Chamber of Commerce
of East Baton Rouge
Chamber of Commerce
of East Baton Rouge
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Candidates for PSCCandidates for PSC
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2017Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2017

11:30 Reception • 12 Lunch • $19
Café Américain • 7521 Jefferson Hwy.
No Reservation Necessary

11:30 Reception • 12 Lunch • $19
Café Américain • 7521 Jefferson Hwy.
No Reservation Necessary

Ronald Reagan
Newsmaker Luncheon

Sponsored by Republican Party of EBRSponsored by Republican Party of EBR

“Like” Capital Republican 
on Facebook or go to 
CapitalRepublican.com

“Like” Capital Republican 
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A Little Advice for Future Generations
The Rest of the Story: One Year Later

Luc and Emile Provost
 Early on the morning of Friday, August 12, 2016, the rain 
fell hard and the Comite River rose rapidly on Glenn Watts 
Road in Central.  At the Provost household, there was no time 
— only enough for Emile and Jolice Provost, their daughter Ca-
mille and son Luc to escape with the clothes on their backs and 
a handful of possessions. Jolice, the business manager of the 
Central City News and Capital City News, and her family had 
to move in with family for months. Then Jolice’s mother passed 
away! As tragedy upon tragedy occurred, life continued. Jolice 
and Emile went back to work, and Camille and Luc went back 
to school. The family endured endless delays from FEMA, in-
surance companies, and mortgage companies. But finally they 
returned home, and things are gradually returning to normal. 
Luc is in the 9th grade at Central High and Camille is a var-
sity cheerleader in the 11th grade. Finally, the sunshine is back!

handicapped. When AT&T 
lost coverage and land lines 
failed, we were the only hope 
some neighbors had. If you 
are young and strong, be ready
to act fast and decisively.
Louise Dupre Logan
 We have great neighbors! 
Although we did not flood, 
my husband had a medical 
emergency and they drove us 
to the hospital and then came 
back to get us at midnight 
when the hospital would not 
admit him. True lifesavers!
Ted McCulley
 We accumulate too much 
stuff we don’t really need, 
and we make trivial things 
way too important.
Vanessa L Henderson
 Material things can be re-
placed. Be thankful that you 
still have life, family, and 
friends!
Karen Moore
 1) Change is so hard on 
the elderly and mentally and 
physically handicapped. 2) 
It’s never too late to rebuild 
a relationship with family. 
3) Saving a high school year 
book, a Crucifix, or statues 
of saints can make life seem 
more whole when all other 
material things are lost. 
Cj Johnson
 Life goes on. Never too old 

Continued from Page 5

See ON DO’S on Page 7

Prices above are for cash sales. Credit card purchases or financing may have additional charges.
(1) Subject to credit approval on a Cub Cadet credit card account. Not all customers qualify. Additional terms may apply. Please see 
your local Cub Cadet dealer for details. *Prduct Price —    Actual retail prices are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect 
dealer inventory and/or unit specifications. **As rated by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE J1995 and rated in ac-
cordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE International. =Built using the highest quality components sourced locally and globally.
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Ian E. JamEsIan E. JamEs

Ian James currently manages assets for 350 clients in Central.

Serving Central Since 1994 • Member, Central Masonic Lodge 442
 Served on Board of CABA and Central Chamber • MBA, LSU

Need a Second Opinion? If you are nearing retirement or already 
retired and need an opinion on managing 
your 401K, IRA, or savings, we can help!

Securities by licensed individuals offered through Investa-
corp, Inc,. a registered broker/dear. Member, FINRA, SIPC.
Advisory Services Offered through Investacorp Advisory 
Services, Inc.  A SEC Registered Investment  Advisory Firm.

Call for a Free Appointment to Discuss
Your Assets and Your Options

Ian James
Capital Financial Group

8550 United Plaza Boulevard
Suite 702

Baton Rouge, LA 70809
225Wealth.com

225-261-9606
ian.james@225Wealth.com

Are You Within Five Years of Retirement?Are You Within Five Years of Retirement?

®® ®®CRPC  , aams
FInanCIal advIsoR
CRPC  , aams
FInanCIal advIsoR

The Best Price In Roofing & Sheet Metal Services

Blanco’s Roofing & Sheet Metal LLC

Serving Central and the Surrounding Area Since 1990
Our Top Priority Is Your Complete Satisfaction

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

262-1980
Fax 262-1981

www.blancosroofing.com

to learn new lessons. Wet sheetrock 
and insulation are two things I never 
want to see again in this lifetime!
Michelle Hoffman
 And the smell! I never want to 
smell that smell that lingered every-
where so long after the flood.
Jan Aillet
 FEMA does NOT help people who 
are insured!
Doug Vicknair
 That is correct. You have to wait 
for the insurance to pay out.
Rita Shelton Cannon
 Yes, they will help once you have 
settled with your insurance if you did 
not have contents or there are other 
extenuating circumstances
Frank Beckendorf
 The money that was supposed to 
be spent to prevent floods was not 
spent that way!
Cindy Denham
 That I am very thankful to have a 
home in a no flood zone, and still we 
were smart enough to have flood in-
surance
Rita Shelton Cannon
 Seriously, the Corps of Engineers 

should be held accountable for the 
people they listed as living in a no flood 
zone who did not buy flood insurance
Doug Vicknair
 There is no such thing as a no 
flood zone. It only means the chance 
of flooding is so low that lenders do 
not require you to purchase insur-
ance. Knowing what you know now, 
what would you do!

Melissa Stephenson
 We will make it through trou-
ble times. Family, old friends, new 
friends, and the Lord will be with me. 
Amen
Sandy Kelly
 People lay aside their differences 
when there are needs to meet.
Elizabeth Ann Williams Terrio
  I learned that I am a lot stronger 

mentally and emotionally than I ever 
thought I could be. Also, that my hus-
band is the most incredibly talented 
person, not in the arts, but in his abili-
ty to manage all the work and repairs, 
either contracted or by himself, so 
that our home is almost back to nor-
mal, all the while keeping me happy 
and in control. Additionally, we were 

on Do’s and Don’ts in Case of a Flood
One Year Later

Reggie Drummer
 As Central flooded last August 
and hundreds fled from Morgan 
Road along Greenwell Springs, a 
man signaled an optimist thumbs-
up (in gray sweatshirt). It was 
Reggie Drummer, who didn’t 
flood himself but was in Central 
to help his pastor (lower left) and 
his church, which did flood.  
 Shown behind Mr. Drummer 
were four girls  also escaping the 
floodwaters — Kaitlyn Cooke, 
Katheryn Mancuso, Serenity Lan-
clos, Kelsey Cooke.

Continued from Page 4

See POSSESSIONS on Page 10
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Law Enforcement Honored in Ceremonies at St. Gerard on Anniversary of Tragedy

 BATON ROUGE - Opponents of mov-
ing the Baton Rouge Zoo from its 
location near Baker have produced a 
15-minute video explaining the ad-
vantages of keeping the zoo where 
it, while expanding recreational op-
portunities near the zoo.  
 According to Coleman Brown, 
who represents the Chamber of 
Commerce of East Baton Rouge 
Parish, their alternate plan includes:
 • Provide a waterpark adjoining 
the Capital One pavilion 
    • Provide a new elephant exhibit 
within the Asian exhibit 
    • Connect existing zoo parking 
to the Greenwood Park entrance 
road
  • Relocate the first tee of the Clark 
Golf Course and the driving range 
to the Dumas Golf Course
    • Upgrade and provide 10 light-
ed tournament soccer fields on 65 
percent of Clark Golf Course. 
 • Provide Clark Adventure Park, 
amusement rides and picnic en-
hancements in the 35 percent re-

maining at Clark Golf Course us-
ing the first tee facilities 
 • Use the current entrance to  
Greenwood Park as the entrance 
to the zoo and expand the zoo train 
into the Greenwood disc golf area
    • Provide a six-foot-wide first 
phase four-mile walking path 
around Dumas and Greenwood 
    • Provide a digital zoo billboard 
on the west side of the airport at 
Interstate 110 a mile south of the 
Highway 19 exit. Sell ads, promote 
the zoo at Greenwood. Provide 
horse trails. 
    • Replace smaller obstructed 
blue state highway signs with large 
brown tourist signs like those at 
the LSU Burden center on Essen 
 • Construct an equestrian tunnel 
beneath Highway 19 to the 399.5 
acre mitigation land bank and exe-
cute a cooperative endeavor agree-
ment with Southern University 
to use their nearby recently-con-
structed 60,000 square foot eques-

trian center.
 • Use the two abandoned resi-
dences at the zoo as part of the 
overnight cabins
 • Provide a day care center in 
the new adventure park area off the 
Thomas Road entrance 
 • Provide a recreation center be-
tween the Cane’s Dog Park and the 
tennis courts 
    • Assist development of South-
ern University’s 30-acre retention 
lake as part of the Comite Diver-
sion watershed. 
 • Connect the Baker Recreation 
Hub to Greenwood Park and Profit 
Island in the Mississippi River via 
existing natural and Baker canal 
kayak streams creating a 3,000 
plus acre Baker Recreation Hub. 
 • Encourage new private resi-
dential development in the Baker 
hub and the adjoining undeveloped 
private 78 acres immediately east 
of Greenwood Park.
 • Connect the Baker hub to 

Downtown Baton Rouge via the 
Scotlandville Parkway 
 Brown said his group is raising 
four new issues bolstering their op-
position to moving the zoo:
 • State stormwater officials say 
potential zoo locations south of 
Florida Boulevard fall in MS 4 
district with 10 times the treatment 
cost of Greenwood. This would 
add operating costs estimated at $1 
million per year. 
 • The group is asking why the 
South Baton Rouge zoo revenue 
per visitor has been inflated over 
Greenwood by 30 percent? 
 • The Nicholson site for the zoo 
is 12 minutes farther away from 
an Interstate than Greenwood. The 
Airline site for the zoo flooded five 
months after the BREC report on 
moving the zoo. 
 • Airline and Nicholson South 
Baton Rouge sites for the zoo have 
far more crime than Baker, which 
is Louisiana’s safest city.

Opponents of Moving Zoo Produce 15-Minute Video

District Attorney Hillar Moore Sheriff Sid Gautreaux, Fr. Chuong Cao, and Chief Carl Dabadie

Sheriff’s deputies honored at St. Gerard ceremonies.Sheriff with Chief Pat Englade Law enforcement and first responders were honored at parishwide Law Enforcement Sunday held at St. Gerard Catholic Church on Plank Road.

Sheriff and Suzi Gautreaux with Pam and Bruce Simmons who was shot by terrorist Sheriff’s deputy receiving mass during Law Enforcement Sunday.
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Law Enforcement Honored in Ceremonies at St. Gerard on Anniversary of Tragedy

Fr. Chuong Cao with Rep. Garret and Carissa Graves Law enforcement family

Law enforcement and first responders were honored at parishwide Law Enforcement Sunday held at St. Gerard Catholic Church on Plank Road. Law enforcement standing Sheriff Sid Gautreaux and other law enforcement officials

 BATON ROUGE - Students who 
play on athletic teams in the East 
Baton Rouge Parish School Sys-
tem will be required to participate 
in community service, according 
to a plan by parish schools Supt. 
Warren Drake.
 The plan is modeled after a 
program begun by Central High 
School head football coach Sid 
Edwards. Members of his football 
squad are required to participate 
in a group called Men for Oth-
ers. During the summer, football 
players are active in meeting the 
needs of the community, whether 
it is cleaning roads and streets in 
Central, removing storm debris, or 
painting an elderly person’s home.
 During the school year, they are 
less active but still take on some 
projects.  Coach Sid said the pro-
gram, which he has operated for 
several years, teaches young peo-
ple about the needs of the less for-
tunate and prepares them for a life 
of service to others.
 Supt. Drake said Coach Sid’s 
organization works and is worth 
duplicating.  Under his plan, each 
athletic team will adopt a major 
service project for the school year. 
“They will be servant leaders,” 
Drake said.
 “Our students will learn that 
you don’t have to be wealthy to 
help your fellow man. It doesn’t 
necessarily cost you in dollars to 
give back,” he said.
 Drake said the projects chosen 
would be up to the coach and the 
team members. “We are not go-
ing to approve or disapprove the 
projects. We are going to see what 
they come up with,” he said.
 It’s all part of Drake’s larger 
plan to promote good values in 

Supt. Drake to Stress Community Service
 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

public schools.
 “We have 10 values we are pro-
moting in the schools this year,” 
he said. “This month the focus is 
on having a Vision.”

 “It’s really about the question, 
What do we value, as a person, as 
a classroom, as a school, and as a 
school system. We want to help 
students be focused on character 

development,” Drake said.
 Building values and character 
fits with Drake’s commitment to 
excellence throughout the school 
system.
 Under the leadership of Supt. 
Drake and the East Baton Rouge 
Parish School Board, the school 
system is focusing on Data Driven 
Instruction. Each student will be 
independently tested and assessed.
 “This will allow us to identify 
problems, such as poor math skills, 
and then focus on helping that stu-
dent get up to speed. Initially, the 
program will be in schools that are 
not up to par, in order to help the 
students there and help the school 
itself perform at a higher level,” 
he said.
 Drake said two East Baton 
Rouge Parish schools are com-
peting to be named Blue Ribbon 
Schools, and he thinks they have 
an excellence chance for success.
 The parish lost 126 school buses 
during the flood. They have pur-
chased 80 buses since the flood.  
Now they are ordering 26 more.
 At the annual parishwide con-
vocation of East Baton Rouge 
Parish teachers and administra-
tors last week, Supt. Drake em-
phasized the importance of each 
employee giving the taxpayers his 
money’s worth.
 “We are not an employment 
agency,” he told the more than 
5,000 employees of the system.  
“We have to be like a business that 
serves our customers,” he said.
 Drake said he is deeply grateful 
for the support the school system 
and he personally have received 
from the Baton Rouge community.
 “We must never take that for 
granted.  We work for the people 
of Baton Rouge.  We must always 
answer to them and give them our 
best everyday,” he said.

Istrouma football coach Jeremy Gradney and assistant coach Xavier Johnson

Supt. Warren Drake (center), Istrouma principal Reginald Douglas, and Donnie Bradley 
of Krispy Kreme ringing the bell to honor the opening of Istrouma High School.
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blessed with help from New Orleans, 
local, and as far away as Houston. 
Thank goodness, because I wasn’t 
very much help then. The shock of it 
at the beginning was frightening! But 
we are back in our home, safe, sound, 
secure, and starting to enjoy retire-
ment. Thank God and all his glories 
for seeing us through!
George Seguin Jr.
 Get paperwork (policies and so 
on) out first, after the family! Also, 
never live in South Louisiana without 
flood insurance — flood zone or not. 
Thank God we had some!
Carla Constanza
 I got lucky with Katrina! I had the 
presence of mind to grab my insur-
ance and mortgage papers on resi-
dence and rental houses! This even 
though I figured it was a waste of 
time “cause we’d be coming right 
back!”  Ha!
Rita Jurey
 Don’t live on the river!
George Seguin Jr.
 In South Louisiana you don’t have 
to live on a river. I think the flood 
made that very clear.
Carla Constanza
 The same goes for a lake. I learned 
that in 2005!
Michelle Hoffman
 You sure do learn a lot about the 
people in your life and community. 
True friends. Fighters. Survivors. 
Takers. Runners. Givers. Glass half 
full or empty? If there is another cri-
sis, or even not, I know who I want to 
surround myself with!
George Seguin Jr.
 Same here!
Carla Constanza
 Great point!
Steve Vise
 Don’t believe anyone who says, 
“Don’t worry, it’s never flooded 
HERE before!”
Carla Constanza
 Especially if the durn house is less 
than five years old!
Connie Braud Heroman
 One can count on family, friends 
and wonderful help you never knew 
existed from strangers!
Karla Young
 I can adapt very well. Left with a 
pair of baby shoes and my husbands 
ashes. Survivors. That’s what we 
seem to do well.
Brenda Gail Foreman Carl
 I learned that I was really holding 
onto way too much stuff. The flood 
helped me down-size quickly. My 
goal is to keep it that way!
Carla Constanza
 True, but I didn’t learn the lesson 
NOT to upsize again!
Ruth Stevens
 That when all seems too much just 
turn around and you’ll see someone 
holding out a hand to support you 
while you get your footing and can 
stand on your own again.
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Victory Academy
est.1980

MINISTRY OF VICTORY HARVEST CHURCH
PRE-K - 8TH

“A love for learning brings us together 
a desire for excellence sets us apart.”

3953 N. Flannery Rd.
225-272-8339

Non-discriminatory admissions policy

Debbie Gautreau Traylor
 That FEMA, insurance and the 
government don’t really care.
Terri Hoover Dunham
 That I still have what is most im-
portant — my family. But it does hurt 
like hell losing so much, especially 
sentimental things.
Jamie Achee
 So true, but they are still just 
things and we are not getting out of 
this world with a thing!
Deborah Lumpkin Wall
 Only people matter, things don’t. 
Susie Labry
 I love to volunteer and got closer to 
my beloved Church. God really pro-
vides. I really love giving. I learned it 
is not what we like to do, but it is the 
cause and who we do it for and with. 
Enjoyed community living with oth-
ers way much better than by myself 
cooped alone in mansions. Enjoyed 
and got to experience God’s love in 
action. And found great respect and 
honor for our Cajun Navy who can 
do it way far better than dead govern-
ments. 
Melody McCrary
 God can make something beauti-
ful out of something awful.
Debbie Gaspard
 I learned that those of us who 
didn’t flood should not let guilt from 
not flooding keep us from helping 
people who lost everything! I heard 
a number of people say how guilty 
they felt. There were opportunities to 
serve others everywhere. If financial 
assistance is a hardship, flood victims 
were grateful for hugs, words of en-
couragement, prayers, home cooked 
meals brought to their door, gift certif-
icates to Lowe’s, Home Depot, Target 
and Wal-Mart. There were numerous 
opportunities to help sort and orga-
nize donations for those who were in 

need. I even went through my home 
to see what I had that was new and 
unused and it did not take long to find 
folks who needed the items! Church-
es were working to prepare meals for 
the multitudes of displaced residents. 
We all can give something, even if 
it’s our time. It makes such a differ-
ence for those who are overwhelmed
and in total shock and despair.
Page Dew
 That living on my mountain is a 
good thing
Lea Hendrickson
 When a Coast Guard helicopter 
circles around your subdivision, it 
might be a bad day!
Wayne Cambre
 Don’t trust a contractor or so-called 
contractor that you think you know.
Janice Shelton Howell
 FEMA is a disgrace! Arrest the 
contractors have that stolen money 
from precious families!  So sad!
Ken Weimer
 I learned who I can count on when 
the chips are down. After all I had a 
stroke after the flood. GOD had been 
taking care of me for a long time and 
this experience made my faith in 
HIM stronger. I found a house and 7 
acres in northern Arkansas. I hope I 
never have to live in Louisiana again.  
Margo Murphy
 In times of tragic loss, Louisiana 
folks are resilient, help each other, 
and dig in to bounce back stron-
ger than before.  Also, dealing with 
FEMA is challenging! Lastly, have 
flood insurance even when told you 
don’t need it!
Madonna Pendarvis 
 This really isn’t a lesson I learned, 
but what I saw happening during the 
flood. Neighbors came together to 
save neighbors. A community em-
braced each other during the rough-

est times. Here we are a year later 
and we’re fighting over barbecue and 
school jackets. What happened to the 
human compassion and care of our 
fellow neighbors?
Brandi Payne
 I’ve learned that we can make it 
through anything, God will always 
show up, and relationships are spe-
cial. Also, I still love my community. 
There are many great people in our 
City of Central.
Robert Burnette
 We learned that no matter how 
good of a city you live in, there is 
someone always out to screw you!
Sara Snyder Ponthier
 The two greatest commandments 
given to us by Jesus were on display 
for God’s glory that day. We loved 
God and placed our trust and hope 
in Him. We loved each other with 
compassion and grace. The loss is 
still fresh today for so many but what 
matters most still remains!
Robbie Welborn
 I’ve learned that people can put 
differences aside and come together. 
It’s just sad it takes a flood, hurricane, 
tornado or 9-11 to get people to do 
that. It should be all the time. 
Lisa Brecheen Payne
 Life is precious. Possessions can 
be replaced, human life can’t!
Lauren Patin
 I learned that there is no better 
community to live in than the City of 
Central. We are #unBRoken
Donna Bozeman Guidry
 Got my priorities in line. People 
first, then things. My daughter will 
tell you it “Mom gets crazy when she 
is scared!”
Martin Roberts
 Buy a taller truck. Got it!

Possessions Can Be Replaced, Human Life Can’t
Continued from Page 7

For more, go to CentralCityNews.us

GREAT PHOTOS FROM THE GREAT FLOOD — The Central City News edition for Septem-
ber 2016 was filled was flood photos taken by our readers who survived the flood. Some of the best 
were provided by former TV newsman Ken Pastorick. This particular photo won 1st Place from the 
Louisiana Press Association as Best News Photo in Louisiana for 2016 by a non-staff member.



Students who can’t See Well can’t Perform Well in SchoolStudents who can’t See Well can’t Perform Well in School
Fasionable Eye Wear for Big Games and PartiesFasionable Eye Wear for Big Games and Parties

Thursday, August 17, 2017   11

PRESCRIPTIONS • EYE EXAMS • FRAMES • LENSES • SUNGLASSES • EYE PATCHES

M-Th 10-7 • F-Sat 10-2

THE SPECTACLE
Central’s Hometown Optical Team

Bring in your doctor’s prescription or schedule 
an appointment with Dr. Mary Vaughan at our office for an exam.
Bring in your doctor’s prescription or schedule 
an appointment with Dr. Mary Vaughan at our office for an exam.

THE SPECTACLE
Central’s Hometown Optical Team

PRESCRIPTIONS • EYE EXAMS • FRAMES • LENSES • SUNGLASSES • EYE PATCHES

3000$
SAVE NOW!

Get $30 OFF
On Purchases Over $100 

The Spectacle Team: Tracy Parker, Niki Parker, Riley 
Corba, Samantha LeBlanc and Shawn Parker

Get your Back-to School Vision Check Up NOW!

YOUR PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES
CAN BE CUSTOM TINTED 

YOUR PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES
CAN BE CUSTOM TINTED 

Get your Back-to-School Vision Check-Up NOW!

The Spectacle Team: Tracy Parker, Niki Parker, Riley 
Corba, Samantha LeBlanc and Shawn Parker

PRESCRIPTIONS • EYE EXAMS • FRAMES • LENSES • SUNGLASSES • EYE PATCHES

M-Th 10-7 • F-Sat 10-2

421-1733
14790 Wax Rd Suite 107

City of Central

421-1733
14790 Wax Rd Suite 107

City of Central



12  Thursday, August 17, 2017

“For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.”

Here’s to a Winning Season!

225-261-7094
13111 Hooper Rd. • Central, LA 70818

www.centralptonline.com

Tom

Helen

Richard

Greta

Atheletes Come by and See 
Erik Strahan 

D.P.T. and Certified Atheltic Trainer
Erik can Meet all your Needs and 

You will be Back on the Field SOON!

225-261-7094
13111 Hooper Rd. • Central, LA 70818

www.centralptonline.com

Your Physical Therapist Is at
Central Physical Therapy

Here’s to a Winning Season!
“For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.”

Best of Luck to

and to

May your 
Injuries be
Few and 
Your TD’s 

MANY!
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Ronnie and Carolyn Devall 

 CENTRAL — Ronnie and Carolyn 
(Bernard) Devall of Central cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary August 13 at a party given by 
their family.  
 The couple were high school 
sweethearts at Central High School 
and married August 18, 1967 at 
Blackwater United Methodist 
Church in Central. 
 They have two children: Eric 
Devall and wife Malana; and Rod-
lyn Devall McAdams, both of 
Central. They have six grandchil-
dren: Madison McAdams, Macy 
McAdams, Justin Babin, Garrison 
Devall, Jameson Devall, and John 
Hayes Devall, all of Central.  
 Mr. Devall served as principal 
of Central High School and retired 
as Assistant Superintendent of the 
Central Community School Sys-
tem. Mrs. Devall retired after 28 
years as a financial secretary for 
American General.

Devall’s Celebrate
50 Years of Marriage

2321 Drusilla Lane

Lewis Wrecker Service, Inc.
Family Owned and Operated since 1956

9555 Joor Road
Central,  LA 70818

You have tried the rest!  Now USE the BEST!

225-261-2995

Remember When?
Lewis Cafe on

Airline Highway
in the 1950’s

Lewis Wrecker Service, Inc.
Family Owned and Operated since 1956

9555 Joor Road
Central,  LA 70818

You have tried the rest!  Now USE the BEST!

225-261-2995

Remember When?
Lewis Cafe on

Airline Highway
in the 1950’s

First Day of First Grade at Tanglewood

Tanglewood Elementary • Photos by Jolice Provost 

Crossing guard at Tanglewood Incoming first and second graders get instructions. Moms say goodbye and get one last photo of the new scholars.

Everyone is in uniform and ship shape! A proper, loving welcome for new first graders getting off the bus Some kids got a personal escort!

You look so pretty!  I’m so proud of you! Sister and brother
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A New Year, Challenges at Central High

PIONEER DAY AT TANGLEWOOD gave students a chance to experience the life of their ancestors including the use of the straight razor and a clothes wringer.

Jeff Campbell , Taylor Wilson, Jarius Moore, and Brock Kaufman

Where You’re a Friend, Not a Number!
Fast Convenient Service

Central’s Hometown Pharmacy        

Cholesterol and A1C Test Available 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! 

No Walk-ins, For Your Convenience

We offer a variety of vaccinations including, but not limited to:
Gardasil (HPV) • Menactra (Meningitis)  

Pneumovax 23 (Pneumonia) • Prevnar (Pneumonia) 
Tdap (Tetanus, Diptheria, Pertussis) • Zostavax (Shingles)

Vaccinations Given Mon-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  No Appointment Needed
and on Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!

Attention Coumadin Patients:
We Do PT/INR Testing Daily With No Appointment Needed

If a vaccine is not listed, please call to see if we can order it!
*Price subject to insurance copays/deductibles/coverage

13565 Hooper Road

262-6200

Our Pharmacist 
Can Compound
NON-STERILE
MEDICATIONS!

You Can Count on Us to Care!

STORE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30am - 6:30pm

Saturday 8:30am - 3:00pm
Closed on Sunday

Natalie Cox, Katie Kennedy, Hannah Wall, Kaelyn Kendrick 
and Lexie Bailey Emma Huguet and Tristan Clark

Katie Kennedy and Bailee Bagley

Camille Provost and Maci Werchan

Kaitlin Dilworth and Kenley Welch

Lexie Moak and Ashlyn Butler
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Valarie HodgesSen. Bodi White
Best Wishes for  
a Great Season!
GEAUX WILDCATS!

“Upon the fields of 
friendly strife are sown 
the seeds that on other 
days, on other fields will 
bear the fruits of victory.”
   — Gen. Douglas MacArthur
  speaking on the role of athletics in training 
  future American officers at West Point.

CHS Quarterback Sam Kennerson
and Coach Zach Morris

Sen. Bodi White (R-Central)

Sen. Bodi White: Former All-State at CHS

Here’s to a Winning Season for the Wildcats!

Running Back, Kicker and Punter Parker Evans, 
Coach Brandon Lagroue, and Place Kicker Tyler Melton

Central Wildcats 2017 Seniors
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COACHES Bryan Hutson, Antonio Ragusa, Zach Morris, Sid Edwards, and David Dykes greet new Istrouma head coach Jeremy Gradney. Central donated some helmets and shoulder pads to the Indians.

LEGENDS COACHES CLINIC at Central High attracted  outstanding current and former coaches including Barrett Murphy, Neil Weiner, Sid Edwards, Chad Mahaffey, Rusty Price, and Dale Weiner.

Legends Coaches Clinic Drew Coaching Greats

Central High Donates Equipment to Istrouma

Investigative Reporters Explain Methods, Ethics
Of Reporting Most Difficult, Controversial Stories
 BATON ROUGE - Four Baton Rouge 
reporters and editors explained 
the details of investigative jour-
nalism to members of the Cham-
ber of Commerce of East Baton 
Rouge Parish at Café Américain.
 And they had some advice for 
those who might someday be the 
target of their investigation.
 Speakers were Chris Nakamoto 
of WBRZ-TV, Andrea Gallo of 
The Advocate, Stephanie Riegel, 
editor of The Business Report, and 
Woody Jenkins, editor of the Capital 
City News and Central City News.
 Gallo discussed the ethics of in-
vestigative journalism, saying that 
her newspaper forbids reporters 
from violating any law in reporting 
a story.  They must also be upfront 
with someone they are interview-
ing. “You can’t talk to someone 
for 30 minutes and then say, Oh, 
by the way, this is for a story!  You 
have to tell them at the beginning 
that you are a reporter,” she said.
 Nakamoto said the subject of 
an investigation should always be 
willing to speak to the reporter. It 
is always better to get your side of 
the story on the record, he said.
 Riegel discussed the difference 
in reporting on public officials 
vs. reporting on business leaders. 
Public officials are held to a higher 
standard, she said, because they 
hold a special public trust.
 Jenkins told funny stories about 
his experiences in journalism, in-
cluding one about when Buckskin 
Bill was trying to get Baton Rouge 
to build a zoo. His newspaper at 

the time, the North Baton Rouge 
Journal, included a misprint on the 
top of the front page. Instead of 

saying “Baton Rouge Nees a Zoo,” 
the headline said, “Baton Rouge 
Needs Zoc”.  He and his staff spent 

24 hours blackening in the C and 
making it into an O on 10,000 cop-
ies of the paper.

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTERS Andrea Gallo, Chris Nakamoto discussed their work at the Chamber of Commerce of East Baton Rouge.

Andrea Gallot, Chris Nakamoto, Stephanie Riegel, and Woody Jenkins


